
Calendar
Saturday, September 17: Lincoln Aircraft Display 

Day at KLHM, 08:00-12:00, displaying 
aircraft of historical significance. 

Wednesday. September 21: City of Lincoln 
Airport Committee Meeting, 10:00 at 
Lincoln City Hall.

Wednesday, September 21: Chapter 1541 
Membership Meeting, Hangar S-12, at 
Lincoln Airport. BBQ at 18:00; meeting 
starts at 1830. 

Saturday, September 24: Nut Tree Pancake 
Breakfast at KVCB, 08:00-11:00, 
sponsored by Legends of Flight.

Saturday, September 24: End of Summer Fly-In, 
Red Bluff (KRBL)

Saturday-Sunday, September 24-25: Wings Over 
Wine Country Airshow, Sonoma County 
Airport (KSTS)

Saturday-Sunday, October 1-2: California Capital 
Air Show, Sacramento (KMHR)

Wednesday, October 5: Chapter 1541 Board of 
Directors meeting Pizza Roundup, 2270 
Nicolaus Rd., Lincoln. Dinner at 18:00; 
meeting at 18:30.

Saturday, October 15: Golden West Regional Fly-
In (KMYV), 09;00-15;00.

Saturday, October 15: Lincoln Aircraft Display 
Day at KLHM, 08:00-12:00, displaying 
aircraft of historical significance. 

Runway  
15

September 2016

Briefing Strip
The September general chapter membership •	

meeting will be on Wednesday, September 21, 
at the chapter hangar, Hangar S-12, at KLHM. 
The featured program will be presented by 
Kimberly S. Smith from EAA Chapter 1476 
at Rancho Murieta. She will be doing a 
presentation on the chapter’s Youth Aviation 
program. It is a two part presentation: youth 
aviation camp and the drone pilot program. 
Dinner at 18:00; meeting starts at 18:30. Guests 
are welcomed and encouraged.

The Lincoln Airport Committee is meeting at •	
10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, September 21, in 
the	first	floor	meeting	room	at	the	Lincoln	City	
Hall. The discussion of the future of airport 
hangar leases is one of the agenda items. Also 
under discussion: the airport action plan. Public 
is welcome.

Our chapter will be participating in the EAA •	
competition at the Golden West Regional Fly-in 
on Saturday, October 15. Tony Kasabasich 
has	 agreed	 to	 organize	 our	 efforts.	Look for 
more details to follow.

The date and location have been set for •	
the chapter’s Christmas Party: Cattleman’s 
Restaurant in Roseville on Wednesday, 
December 14. Bill Wootton is spearheading 
the plans for the party. Mark your calendar and 
stand-by for details.

For the most up-to-date information, go to the website
http://eaa1541.org/
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Newsletter 
Contributions

Please help make this newsletter bet-
ter by contributing stories and photos that 
might be of interest to other chapter members. 
Perhaps	where	you	flew,	what	you	are	build-
ing, or what you know about something. A few 
short paragraphs and a photo or two of your 
project or travels would be a great contribu-
tion. I’ll take care of the rest. Please email me 
(Scott Thompson) at sthompson@aerovintage.
com or call me at 916-716-3442.

Chapter Information
Meetings: 

 Usually the third Wednesday of each month 
held at KLHM Hangar S-12. Details avail-
able at the website.

E-mail: 
 lincolneaa@hotmail.com

Website: 
 http://eaa1541.org/

Mailing address:
 EAA Chapter 1541, PO Box 1126, Lincoln,  
  CA 95648

Chapter Hangar:
 Hangar S-12, Lincoln Airport

Chapter Officers
 President:
          Ron Wright (ronpw@hotmail.com)
 Vice President:
          Tony Kasabasich (tonykasabasich@     
               yahoo.com)
 Secretary/Treasurer:
          Jim Hughes (jim.hughes1@att.net)

Chapter Board of Directors:
 Bruce Estes
 Tom Lieb
 Bob Miller
 John Perry
 Bruce Robinson
 Dug Smith
 Bill Wootton

Webmaster:
 Dug Smith

Newsletter:
 Scott Thompson (916-716-3442)
 (sthompson@aerovintage.com)

Membership:
 Open to all. Chapter dues: $20 per year.

Wants and Disposals
For Sale: Electronics International engine 

instruments, working when removed from a 
Super Decathalon with a Lycoming IO360 
engine.

SR8A engine analyzer with probes            •	
FP5L	Fuel	flow	and	fuel	pressure	with		•	
transducer
OPT-1 Oil temp and Oil pressure with •	
sensors

Price: $800 for all three items. Proceeds go to 
EAA 1541 for our hangar fund. Contact Bruce 
Estes, 650 504-4464  

Wanted: Things to list here that members 
want	to	find	or	want	to	get	rid	of.	Please	advise	
of the item and contact information via email to 
sthompson@aerovintage.com. One email gets 
one entry for one month here.



The title of this article is designed to attract 
the attention of those of us that are mechanical, 
engineering, or mathematics thinkers. The major-
ity of 1541 members are likely in this group. 
So, is there a formula to be happy? According 
to a recent Google search of what makes people 
happy?, the answer is “Yes.” More on that in a 
moment.

Before you come to the conclusion that 
this has nothing to do with an EAA article, bear 
with me for a moment. Last week I was one of 
several that gathered to install replacement ceil-
ing panels in our EAA hangar. By the end of the 
project it was very obvious that in spite of work-
ing	for	several	hours,	the	difficulties	of	the	task,	
and breaking a sweat, everyone was smiling 
and had a great time. Does that mean that work 
equals happiness?  Close, but not quite.

According to my Google search that led 
me to the web site “joyfuldays.com,” there are 
10 things that make people happy. For the sake 
of keeping this article from running on, I will 
mention the top two: 

1. Family and relationships. “The happi-
est people spend time with family and friends”. 
Making friends through social activities is very 
rewarding and results in a sense of connection 
and	fulfillment.

2. Meaningful work. “We are happiest 
when engaged in activities that make us forget 
ourselves and lose track of time”. 

It becomes clear how participation has 
big rewards. When one realizes that the “work” 
involved doesn’t seem like work when it has 
elements	of	 fun	and	 fulfillment	 attached	 to	 the	
activity. At most EAA meetings there is a call for 
volunteers for one thing or another, and often it 
does not result in very many raising their hands. 
That is very unfortunate because happiness is 
not often rewarded by staying on the couch. The 
next time volunteers are needed, I encourage 
everyone to step up and discover that the result 
will most likely have rewards in ways that will 
surprise you, including a feeling of a job well 
done and, most importantly, providing several 
new friends at the end of the day.

Over the years I have been a volunteer for 
many good causes, including Rotary Club, Big 
Brothers and Sisters and of course EAA. All of 
them left me with the feeling that I received more 
in good feelings than I would have expected. So 
next	 time	 join	 in	 and	find	 that	 you	have	many	
“friends waiting to be discovered.”

Ron Wright
President, Chapter 1541

An Algorithm for Happiness
President’s Corner



Last Month’s Meeting...
by Bruce Estes

The August Chapter 1541 monthly meet-
ing was held on August 17 at our EAA hangar 
at Lincoln Airport. Ron Wright brought one of 
his humongous swamp coolers so the room tem-
perature was reasonable. Tony Kasabasich did 
his usual great job of serving BBQ sirloin burg-
ers and polish sausages, accompanied with chips 
and salsa, caesar salad, 
potato salad, and cookies 
for desert. The presenta-
tion was on traveling to 
Airventure and provided 
by Tony Kasabasich 
and Bill Wootton. Tony 
discussed traveling by 
commercial air, recom-
mending either Delta 
or Southwest to either 
Milwaukee or Green 
Bay, renting a car, and 
driving to Oshkosh.  Bill 
told	 of	 flying	 his	 RV-6	
from Lincoln, dealing 
with weather issues, and 
landing successfully at 
OSH. More details will 
be added on our web-
site. Ron Wright dis-
cussed an exciting program that will be chaired 
by one of our members, Bruce Robinson. The 
program is called “STEM” which stands for sci-
ence, technology, engineering, and math. Other 
EAA chapters have had great success with part-
nering with aviation clubs at local high schools, 
and administering this program.  The participa-
tion rate with high school kids has been much 
greater than Young Eagles. Bruce Estes and 
Richard Pearl gave a report on the recent Airport 
Advisory Committee meeting held at City Hall 
on August 17. This committee was formed to 
assist the City of Lincoln in maximizing the 
use	 of	 Lincoln	 Airport	 for	 the	 benefit	 of	 the	
City, along with pilots and airport tenants. The 
major issue the City is currently dealing with is 

the expiration of one of the ground leases with 
the lease holder, Nunno Corporation. Our EAA 
hangar	 is	affected	by	 this	 lease	expiration.	The	
chapter meeting was completed at about 8:15. 
Plan on attending the next meeting as they are 
informative,	fun,	and	you	can	discuss	flying	and	
airplanes with everyone. What an opportunity.

The Next Meeting...
The September General Membership meet-

ing will be held at the EAA Chapter Hangar 
(KLHM Hangar S-12) on Wednesday, September 
21. Dinner will be available for a nominal cost at 
18:00 with the meeting set to begin at 18:30. The 
presenter of the program will be Kimberly Smith 
from EAA Chapter 1476 at Rancho Murieta. She 
will provide some information about their chap-
ter’s Youth Aviation program, including details 
about the youth aviation camp and the drone pilot 
program. 



Tidbit
The calm wind runway at the Lincoln 

Airport is Runway 15. As per the AWOS broad-
cast, a calm wind is considered to be any wind 
under	five	knots.	

Black Widows Bugging You?
by Bruce Estes

Many of us with hangars at Lincoln Airport 
have been bothered by the LARGE presence of 

black widow spider, and 
some of these spiders are 
HUGE. It’s a bit unnerv-
ing to have a humongous 
black widow hanging 
around the handle that 
we use to open our han-
gar doors. I found a large 
one under the chair that I 
sit on in my hangar. This 
was in the summer when I 
typically wear shorts. The 
spider was about 3 inches 

from my bare thigh. Yes, this got my attention.   
I have had great results from using “Hot 

Shot” no mess foggers, purchased in a three pack 
from	Home	Depot.	 I	 set	 one	 off	 at	 the	 rear	 of	
my hangar, behind the tail of my airplane, on the 
ground. I set the other two in front of the wings, 
again, on the ground. Then, close the hangar 
doors and go away for a day. Come back and 
sweep up a LOT of dead bugs. The “no mess” 
foggers	have	not	affected	the	finish	on	any	of	my	
airplanes, leaving ZERO residue. And, the fog-
gers	are	very	effective	in	getting	under	shelving,	
workbenches,	etc.	to	kill	everything.	I	find	that	
fogging the hangar about every 6 months seems 
to keep the black widows under control.

Hangar Work Completed
by Scott Thompson

On Saturday, September 10, a work crew 
replaced	leaky	and	disintegrating	fiberglass	pan-
els on the chapter’s hangar roof. The eight pan-
els were replaced with metal sections that match 
the rest of the roof and will ensure a leak proof 
environment for the coming rains of winter.

The crew was led by Jack White, who 
did most of the technical replacement work on 

the roof with the assistance of Tom Lieb and Dug 
Smith. Others helping from the ground included 
Jim Hughes, Dick Rupe, Ron White, Tim Bennett, 
Tom Rowlett, Bob Miller, and Scott Thompson. A 
big thank you also goes to Dave March for lending 
the use of his scissors lift, without which the job 
could not have been done.

More work is to be done on the hangar in 
the coming weeks to include installing insulation 
on the hangar door, sealing leaks at the base of the 
hangar,	and	applying	a	floor	seal.	Look	for	oppor-
tunities to lend a hand.



Kevin started investigating and  what he dis-
covered was:

For a single seat powered parachute, no •	
license is required.
For a two seat powered parachute, a •	
sport pilot license with a powered para-
chute endorsement was required. 

 Kevin was hooked. Kevin soloed a single 
seat powered parachute with 45 minutes instruc-
tion. That’s right, 45 minutes. Kevin received 
his Sport Pilot license with a powered parachute 
endorsement in November 2013. Kevin’s next 
step will be to get his Single Engine Land add on 
endorsement	 to	 his	 license,	 so	 he	 can	 fly	 Light	
Sport Airplanes.

In	addition	to	flying	his	powered	parachute,	
Kevin also likes to travel. Last year, Kevin and his 
family backpacked through Europe for a month.

As Kevin has discovered, the aviation world 
is not just about Pipers and Cessnas. The aviation 
world	has	something	for	everyone.	Those	that	find	
a passion just need to explore and take the plunge. 
Good job Kevin.

Member Spotlight
by Bruce Estes

Look across Lincoln Airport on an early 
morning and you might see Kevin Finney in his 
powered	parachute,	flying	low	and	slow.	

Kevin Finney’s interest in aviation started 
many years ago when, as a child, he watched air-
planes through an airport fence.   Many years 
later, he was able to do more than watch.   

Kevin	 was	 a	 firefighter	 for	 four	 years	
with Rocklin, and then 28 years with the city of 
Roseville.	After	retiring	as	a	fire	captain,	Kevin	
took up the hobby of radio controlled model air-
plane	 to	 fill	 some	 of	 his	 new	 found	 free	 time.	
Flying the models from the local Lincoln model 
airplane	club,	he	watched	full	size	airplanes	fly-
ing into and out of Lincoln Airport. Kevin also 
saw	 a	 few	 strange	 looking	 flying	 things	 that	
looked like lawn chairs with a parachute and an 
engine	strapped	to	the	back	of	the	lawn	chair	fly-
ing around the Thunder Valley Casino. Kevin 
thus discovered powered parachutes. 

Kevin Finney (forward) with son Keenan 
getting ready to fly. (Photo via Kevin Finey)



An item of interest to airport users and, in 
particular, those users who own or rent hangars is 
a discussion underway by the Airport Committee. 
The Airport Committee is an advisory committee 
to the City Council, and consists of representa-
tives of the city, airport users, and the commu-
nity. The members of the committee are com-
mittee chair Richard Pearl, City Councilmember 
Stan Nader, City Councilmember Paul Joiner, 
Robert	Butera,	Jeff	Hanner,	Brian	Leibundguth,	
and	Byron	Maynard.	City	staff	liaison	is	Public	
Services Director Jennifer Hanson.

The committee normally holds meetings on 
the third Wednesday of each month, but has held 
special meetings in both August and September 
to continue the hangar lease agenda. The next 
meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 
21,	 at	 10:00	 a.m.	 in	 the	Lincoln	City	Hall	 first	
floor	meeting	room.	

Notes from past meetings and agendas for 
future meetings can be found online at the City 
of Lincoln website under the City Hall listing for 
the Airport Committee. 

The committee has had discussions on a 
number	 of	 significant	 items,	 but	 one	 that	 may	
impact many of those that use the Lincoln Airport 
is the development of a new hangar policy with 
regard to ground leases and added fees. Change 
is in the air based on the probable termination of 
the city arrangement with the major hangar lease-
holder	(Nunno)	and	its	effect	on	sublessees.	

Of interest are the list of six options 
developed by the committee as seen here at the 
city website: http://www.lincolnca.gov/home/
showdocument?id=3542

The notes from the August 21 meeting sug-
gests the direction the committee is leaning in the 
development	 of	 the	 hangar	 policy,	 Specifically,	
the notes seems to favor adoption of of Option 
2, basically let the “Lease Expire and Exercise 

Reversion on Only Those Hangars Owned By 
Nunno.” The “...policy is to include following 
provisions: 

forgo renewing non-subordinated ground leases •	
when they expire; 

enter into new ground leases with existing •	
hanger owners/tenants; 

all new ground leases on existing hangers to be •	
based on market rate; 

requirement to improvement hanger aesthetics; •	

inclusion of a common area maintenance fee;•	

revert only those hangers owned by the sig-•	
natory of the primary non-subordinated ground 
lease—all other owners retain property.”

The committee also discussed possible reso-
lutions to porta-a-hanger owners who are no longer 
honoring their leases with Nunno due to possible 
expiration of their ground lease with City. Options 
included 1) City requiring owners to have their 
accounts paid in full with Nunno before enter-
ing into new ground lease with City or risk legal 
action(s); 2) Include language in new ground lease 
requiring outstanding balances paid in full.

Bear in mind that these are discussions only 
and there remain questions as to what can actu-
ally be implemented. There are many more steps 
required before a new policy can be approved by 
the city and put into place with airport users, but 
this discussion is actively underway. Importantly, 
the airport committee has direct input from the 
Lincoln Regional Aviation Association (LRAA), 
and representatives of our chapter are also attend-
ing the meetings to ensure that a clear voice of the 
users is being presented. 

The meetings are open to all, with public 
input	welcome	 under	 the	 conditions	 specified	 in	
the meeting agendas.

City of Lincoln website with Airport Committee meeting information:
http://www.lincolnca.gov/city-hall/departments-divisions/airport/airport-committee

Continuing Discussion of KLHM Hangar Leases
by Scott Thompson



This is a scan from the January 1946 Sacramento sectional chart that depicts a number of interest-
ing	facets	of	how	air	navigation	has	evolved.	This	time	around,	we’ll	look	at	the	first	development	of	long	
range airway navigation. A close examination of the chart reveals that the original lighted airway installed 
in	the	mid-1920s	as	the	first	transcontinental	airway	from	San	Francisco	to	Chicago	was	still	in	use	in	1946.	
It provided point-to-point night time navigation along a course made up of airway beacons. The standard 
airway beacon consisted of a 1 million candlepower rotating beacon light providing omnidirectional visual 
identification,	and	also	narrow-beam	course	lights	aligned	with	the	airway	courses.	This	lighting	combi-
nation was installed on the top of  51 foot towers that were themselves attached to 70-foot long concrete 
slab arrows aligned with the airway and painted with black and yellow markings for daytime use. The air-
way beacons were installed approximately every ten miles along the airway, and each set of course lights 
blinked	a	code	that	identified	the	individual	airway	beacon	as	marked	on	the	chart.	Every	thirty	miles	or	
so the Civil Aeronautics Administration (CAA) built an “Intermediate Landing Field” for airway users. 
Looking at the chart, you can see the airway beacon installed at what is now Sacramento Executive Airport. 
Heading east, the next airway beacon (Beacon 8) was near Roseville. This beacon was actually located just 
northeast of the current intersection at Baseline and Foothills Road at what is now a school site. The next 
airway beacon was Beacon 9 installed just west of Newcastle (somewhat obscured on the chart). Airway 
Beacon	10	was	at	the	Auburn	airport,	a	CAA	intermediate	field.	The	airway	continued	east	over	Donner	
Pass, with beacons near Colfax, Alta, Blue Canyon, and Soda Springs. Blue Canyon and Truckee were also 
originally	built	as	CAA	intermediate	airfields.

Next time: more airway history in the Sacramento area

Blast from the Past: Lighted Airways and Airway Beacons


