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Calendar
Wednesday, June 13: Chapter Board of Directors 

Meeting, House of Pizza on Nicholas 
Road, 6 pm eats, 6:30 meets (pushed 
back one week from normal schedule)

Saturday, June 16:  EAA Chapter 1541 Pancake 
Breakfast in conjunction with the 
Lincoln Airport Aircraft Display Day; 
breakfast 8 am to 10 am, display day 
until 12 pm. Details inside.

Wednesday, June 20: Chapter 1541 Member 
Meeting, EAA Hangar, 6 pm to 8:30 pm. 
Details inside.

Saturday, June 23: EAA Chapter 1541 Fly-Out 
to Carson City Airport Open House. 
Details inside.

Saturday, July 30: Hangar work party; details to 
be announced.

Saturday, July 7: “Pancakes and a Movie,” EAA 
hangar 8 am to 10 am. 

Saturday, July 14: “BBQ Lunch and a Program,” 
EAA Hangar 11 am to 1 pm.

Wednesday, July 18: Chapter 1541 Member 
Meeting, EAA Hangar, 6 pm to 8:30 pm. 

In addition to the events listed above, there are 
pancake breakfasts, fly-ins and other aviation activities 
scheduled for almost every weekend throughout the 
area. Check the chapter website calendar for the most 
current information: http://eaa1541.org/events/

Runway  
15
June 2018

Briefing Strip
Our chapter was greatly saddened by the news that • 

chapter members Richard and Sue Bristow were 
killed in a plane crash near Petaluma on Sunday, 
May 27. A well-attended memorial service was 
held at Adventure Church in Roseville on Saturday, 
June 9. 

Our chapter board has renamed the existing • 
Chapter 1541 scholarship fund as the The Richard 
and Sue Bristow Memorial Scholarship 
Program. Board member Erika Wallin heads up 
our effort to implement a viable and expanding 
program.

Chapter 1541 is holding a concurrent pancake • 
breakfast on the third Saturday of each month with 
the LRAA Aircraft Display Day. The next one is 
coming up on Saturday, June 16. We have invited 
a car club to display their cars at the Display Day 
also. Volunteers are needed for the event to be held 
at the Gazebo area on the airport. 

Our monthly member meeting will be held on • 
Wednesday evening, June 20, at the hangar. BBQ 
dinner will be available at 6:00 pm with a brief 
business meeting at 6:45. Program for the evening 
will be by Thomas Camilli of Auburn Chapter 
526 on a cross country trip to Sun ‘N Fun in his 
Sundancer motorglider.

Heads up to all Bay Area pilots that the San • 
Francisco Class B airspace is changing effective 
August 16, 2018. As always, make sure you know 
your airspace and have a current chart if flying that 
way. 

For the most up-to-date information, go to the chapter website

http://eaa1541.org
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http://eaa1541.org/events/
http://eaa1541.org
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Newsletter 
Contributions

Please help by contributing stories and 
photos that might be of interest to other chapter 
members. Perhaps where you flew, what you are 
building, or what you know about something. A 
few short paragraphs and a photo or two of your 
project or travels would be a great contribution. 
I’ll take care of the rest. Please email me (Scott 
Thompson) at sthompson@aerovintage.com or 
call me at 916-716-3442.

Chapter Information
Meetings: 

 Usually the third Wednesday of each month 
held at KLHM Hangar S-12. Details avail-
able at the website.

E-mail: 
 lincolneaa@hotmail.com

Website: 
 http://eaa1541.org

Mailing address:
 EAA Chapter 1541, PO Box 1126, Lincoln,  
  CA 95648

Chapter Hangar:
 Hangar S-12, Lincoln Airport

Chapter Officers
 President:
          Scott Thompson 
 Vice President:
          Tom Lieb
 Secretary/Treasurer:
          Jim Hughes

Chapter Board of Directors:
 Cherish Bruce
 John House
 Bob Miller
 Bruce Robinson
 Randy Sharp
 Erika Wallin
 Ruben Wallin
 Bill Wootton

Webmaster:
 Dug Smith

Newsletter:
 Scott Thompson (916-716-3442)
 (sthompson@aerovintage.com)

Membership:
 Open to all. Chapter dues: $20 per year for 
individuals; $30 for families; $300 for gold 
membership.

Help Still Wanted 
Bannermaster

So, the chapter has some new informa-
tional banners that we place about the airport to 
announce our delicious pancake breakfasts, our 
scrumptious BBQ lunches, and our enviable 
dinner member meetings. These banners need 
to go up a few days before the events and come 
down after the event is over. If you have always 
wanted to carry a bunch of banners around in 
the trunk of your car and help promote our 
Chapter’s events, this job is for you. It is ideal 
for someone who hangs around the airport a lot, 
but it turns out that is pretty much all the peo-
ple in the Chapter. But if you hang around the 
airport during weekdays and have some trunk 
space available, and if it sounds like something 
you might want to do, then please drop me an 
email: sthompson@aerovintage.com.

http://eaa1541.org
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President’s Corner
by Scott Thompson

Chapter President

We all were greatly saddened at the deaths 
of Richard and Sue Bristow in a plane crash on 
Sunday, May 27. Both Richard and Sue have 
been members of our local chapter since its 
inception back in 2012 and Richard served as 
our chapter president in 2014 and 2015. Richard 
was a huge supporter of the mission of EAA; he 
was an ambassador for aviation. He loved to fly 
airplanes and talk about airplanes and work on 
airplanes. He was a good pilot and a gracious 
friend. He was very generous with his time and 
talent in helping others get involved in aviation 
and in supporting the local aviation community. 
In the short time that I have been president of 
this chapter he has been very encouraging to 
me, something that I greatly appreciated.

One of the best examples of his 
enthusiasm that I can personally cite is when 
the Ford Tri-motor came to Lincoln. For those 
who might not know, the Ford Tri-motor is one 
of the first successful airliners from the early 
days of aviation. Today the Tri-motor is a rare 
airplane, but the EAA has one and it tours the 
country each year visiting airports and selling 
rides as a way to promote aviation. In 2015 our 
chapter hosted the airplane. Richard, who was 
then our president, jumped in with both feet and 
organized a huge four-day event when the Tri-
motor came to town. There were a lot of behind 
the scenes work that had to be done, plus we 
held a 1920’s-themed dance. We had to arrange 
for some display vintage cars, various media, 
publicity, and sponsors. Our chapter worked 
very hard to put the event on but Richard was 
the driving force that pushed it along. Early in 

the planning Richard expressed a desire that the 
Tri-motor would carry more passengers during its 
visit to Lincoln than it had carried at any other stop 
in the twenty-plus years the EAA has been flying 
the Tri-motor. Mostly due to Richard’s efforts, we 
carried 827 passengers that weekend, a record that 
still stands with the EAA. It put our young chapter 
on the EAA map and it also provided a big boost 
to our chapter’s finances. Both Richard and Sue 
were everywhere during those four days the Tri-
motor was in town, tirelessly working to make the 
event a success, which it was largely due to their 
efforts.

Richard’s enthusiasm was infectious and 
he had a passion for drawing young people into 
aviation. No matter the situation, Richard would 
take the time to show anyone, particularly a younger 
person, his airplane and answer any questions. Our 
chapter recently held its first Young Eagle Rally in 
several years. Richard was the first pilot to sign up 
to fly for the Rally.  He flew a number of kids that 
day and I witnessed firsthand his enthusiasm and 
dedication to introducing teenagers to aviation in 
a positive and hands-on way.

Oshkosh is a well-known event for aviators 
and enthusiasts. It is, by any measure, one of 
the biggest airshows in the world, but it is more 
than an airshow. It is a convention for aviators 
and thousands show up from around the world 
for a week of flying and fellowship. Most pilots 
and enthusiasts I know have set a goal to get to 
Oshkosh at least once in their life because it really 
has to be seen to be believed. It’s not always easy 
to get there from the west coast but a lot of pilots 
fly there in their own planes. I’ve been to Oshkosh 
three times myself, and I will go again this next 
month. I was talking to Richard on the ramp at the 
Nut Tree Airport on the day before his accident 
and he was telling me how excited he was about 
his coming trip to Oshkosh next month. He told 
me he had been there seventeen times and was 
looking forward to his eighteenth visit with another 
cross-country flight. That enthusiasm exemplified 
his love for aviation. I speak for our entire chapter 
when I say “Blue Skies and Tailwinds” to Richard 
and Sue. You will both be very much missed.
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Gone West:
Richard and Sue Bristow

“My  best overall memory of both Richard and Sue was their love of life and each other and their passion 
for their family.  They were always talking about their kids and their careers.  Heather Lee at Southwest as a flight 
attendant.  The times Sue would spend with their granddaughters who 
were both here and their frequent visits to LA to visit with Bobbie and 
Colleen.  How proud they were to speak of their jobs at Disney, with 
his being an Imagineer.  Not an easy position to attain. They were 
both VERY proud parents and grandparents.

But most of all, of the things I’ll recall and hold special, 
was Richard’s passion for all things Aviation.  And this showed in 
his involvement, drive and leadership with the growth of our EAA  
Chapter.  It was a very large source of pride that he had for his role 
in helping shape and grow the Chapter through the Tri-Motor Event 
that was such a success.  Not solely based on his efforts but from the 
total involvement of the Chapter’s members. 

Above all, he was my Aviation mentor and friend.  His pas-
sion fueled mine and it was his friendship and mentoring that brought 
about my larger involvement in our Chapter. 

I flew with him many times and found him to be a good and 
conscientious pilot.  Detailed and disciplined in airmanship and 
maintenance.   It’s those traits that I saw that make the loss even more 
painful and inexplicable. 

Lisa and I will dearly miss them both as they included us not 
only in their family but also the Lincoln aviation family.”—Tom Lieb

“When the EAA hangar was close to upgrading, Richard approached me and warmly offered 
a space in his hangar- no charge. My plane was in there for probably six weeks. He was a very 
giving person, always offering the use of his tools or spare parts. I flew formation with him a num-
ber of times and he was an excellent pilot. Additionally, while working on our planes he would 
talk about his son - the “Imagineer.”  He was a very proud father. It was an honor knowing him.” 
  —John Tate

“He was always willing to take me up and fly.  He helped me on my Mooney many 
times; he even flew my newly purchased plane back from Lake Aero after getting a pre-buy.  
I offered to pay him but he refused; he just said ‘take me out to lunch someday.’ He will be 
missed.” —Don Heene

On Sunday afternoon, May 27, 2018, Richard and Sue Bristow were killed in an accident that 
occurred shortly after they departed Petaluma Airport in their RV-6A. As a chapter we were shocked and 
saddened by this sudden tragedy and we join their family and friends in grieving their loss. Here are a 
few memories expressed by chapter members who worked with Richard and Sue through their years of 
involvement with our group.
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A Few Things About Richard....
Richard got the  flying bug when he was a junior in college. His • 
father, who was a pilot, told Richard to finish college and he would 
pay for his flying lessons.
Richard had his commercial certificate and IFR rating.• 
When Richard was at Oshkosh in 2013, he flew the Ford Tri-motor, • 
and had the vision to bring the Tri-motor it to Lincoln. Richard 
bugged EAA HQ until early 2014 when EAA agreed to bring the 
Tri-Motor to the West Coast. Under Richard’s leadership, Chapter 
1541 set the record for largest number of paid passengers flown at 
an outing.  The Tri-Motor event made our chapter about $6,500 
after expenses. Richard then arranged for the estate of a deceased 
homebuilder to donate a partially completed airplane to our chap-
ter. The Chapter sold the kit for $5,000. This  was all in a time when the Chapter had about $1,000 in the 
treasury.
Richard  loved his RV-6A and was instrumental in a couple of members purchasing their own RV’s. Every time • 
Richard flew his RV he was like “a kid at Christmas,” grinning from ear to ear.  
One of Richard’s hobbies was repairing antique clocks.• 
Richard was a two-time cancer survivor.• 
When Richard first purchased a Mooney, he participated in the “Mooney Caravan” mass arrival at Oshkosh. • 
He quickly decided there had to be a better, more organized, safer way to do a mass arrival. He then partici-
pated in training with the “Beech Boys,” a local Beechcraft formation flying group. Richard then took that 
knowledge and helped train many Mooney pilots and organized several Mooney mass arrivals into Oshkosh.

“I had only known Richard for a few months when I joined him in putting on the Tri-Motor event. I had 
just relocated from the Bay Area. I quickly learned that Richard thought big and had the drive to back up his big 
thoughts. I had achieved a lot of success in my career as 
a real estate mortgage broker and Richard had done the 
same in his real estate career so we had a lot in common 
and quickly bonded. But, I was reminded often of how 
difficult it can be to work with a successful, driven person. 
We had our moments but in the end, our many 7:00 am 
conversations paid off and Richard achieved what EAA 
National and many others thought was impossible—setting 
a new record for paid rides on the Tri-Motor. Richard was 
the only person that could have achieved this. He was the 
type of person that didn’t just embrace something that he 
liked. He grabbed hold of it like a pit bull and twisted, 
shook, and massaged the idea till he got the results that he 
wanted. And he always thought big thoughts. And why not? 
Everything was achievable in Richard’s mind. Richard’s 
thoughts dwarfed most others.

And Sue was always by Richard’s side, helping when 
necessary but staying out of his way so she didn’t get run 
over. Supporting Richard wherever she could. Sue knew 
when to offer a suggestion and when to get out of the way. 
Behind every good man is a good woman and Sue was this 
woman to Richard. They functioned great as a couple.”—
Bruce Estes
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LRAA Aircraft Display Day (08:00 am -Noon)
&

EAA Pancake Breakfast (08:00 am-10:00 am)
Saturday, June 16

Come on out on Saturday to the Gazebo area at the airport 
between 08:00 am and 10:00 am for a pancake breakfast and to help 
support the LRAA monthly display day. Invite your friends and fam-
ily to come see the airplanes on display and have breakfast to boot. 
We might have some classic cars on display too, so check it out....

Saturday, June 23
Chapter Fly-Out to Carson City 
(CXP) for Airport Open House

Want to go fly somewhere. Join our 
chapter on Saturday, June 23, for a flight over 
those eastern mountains to Carson City Airport 
to attend an airport open house. It is 78 nm as 
the Cessna flies, right up over Lake Tahoe and 
then a quick descent into Carson City. A bit 
tentative about flying over that way? Bruce 
Estes will conduct a short briefing at the EAA 
Hangar at 0900 that morning to allay your con-
cerns. We’ll depart after that and spend a few 
hours at the open house, look at some airplanes 
and enjoy some lunch. Expect warm tempera-
tures and high density altitude so plan accord-
ingly.  (CXP field elevation: 4704’)
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Member Meeting
Wednesday, June 20 at 6 pm.

Come out for our chapter’s regular monthly member meeting at the EAA hangar on Wednesday 
night, June 20. We will offer a BBQ dinner beginning at 6 pm so you don’t have to cook that night. 
Meeting will start at about 6:45 pm or so with some short business items to  cover.

At about 7:00 pm, we will have a presentation by Thomas Camilli of Auburn Chapter 526 on 
his cross-country round trip trek from Auburn to Sun ‘n Fun at Lakeland, Florida, this past spring. He 
made the trip in his SunDancer motorglider. His presentation includes a EAA video that shows the 
highlights of the event.

SFO Class Bravo Changes Coming 
August 16

Some major changes are coming to the 
Class Bravo airspace in the Bay Area. Most of 
the changes are being made to ensure air car-
rier traffic arriving and departing from KSFO 
remain within the Class Bravo airspace on their 
arrival and departure routing. Anyone used to 
“the old way” needs to take a close look at “the 
new way” after August 16. 



8

Jimmy Doolittle - 
Scholar, Aviator, Daredevil, 
Military Leader, American

By Marty Maisel

CA).  That event was the first major airshow in 
the United States and it left Doolittle with a fas-
cination for aviation.  While in high school he 
continued to hone his boxing skills and won the 
West Coast High School Amateur Championship 
in 1912.

After graduating from high school in 1914 
he went to Alaska to reunite with his father, but 
returned to California the following year where 
he was admitted to the University of California 
School of Mines.  During his time at the School 
of Mines, Doolittle continued to box and became 
the middleweight champion, even though he was 
only a lightweight boxer.   

Army Aviator
In October 1917, six months after America 

entered the Great War, Doolittle took a leave of 
absence from his studies to enlist in the U.S. Army 
Signal Corps Reserve as a flying cadet.  His avi-
ation ground school training was conducted on 
the campus of the University of California and 
flight training was performed at Rockwell Field 
near Coronado, California.  On March 11, 1918 
Jimmy Doolittle received his Reserve Military 
Aviator rating and was commissioned a second 
lieutenant in the Signal Officers Reserve Corps 
of the U.S. Army.

Although he requested to be transferred 
to the European theater to contribute to the war 
effort as a fighter pilot, Doolittle remained in the 
United States as a flight and gunnery instruc-
tor.  His assignments took him to Camp John 
Dick, Texas; Wright Field, Ohio; Gerstner Field, 
Louisiana; Rockwell Field, California; Kelly 
Field, Texas; and Eagle Pass, Texas.  While he 
did not get to fly in combat prior to the Armistice, 
he qualified for retention after the war and was 
promoted to second lieutenant in the regular 
Army in July 1920. 

In May 1921 Doolittle was assigned to 
Langley Field, Virginia as an Engineering Officer 
in support of General Billy Mitchell’s Naval 
ship bombing tests and flew some bombing 

Part 1

The Early Years

James “Jimmy” Harold Doolittle was born in 
Alameda, California on December 14, 1896.  Soon 
after his birth, his father, Frank Doolittle, heard 
that gold was discovered near Nome, Alaska and 
moved to Western Alaska hoping to find his share 
of the rare metal.  At the age of three and a half, 
Jimmy‘s mother brought him to Alaska to join his 
father.  Jimmy spent his youth in Nome, where, 
being small in stature, he often had to defend him-
self from the local bullies.  Feisty Jimmy Doolittle 
soon earned a reputation as a capable boxer.  When 
Jimmy was eleven years old his mother brought 
him back to Los Angeles, California to enable him 
to get a proper education.  

Young Jimmy Doolittle and his Mother, Nome, 
Alaska, circa 1904. (Image is in the public domain, 
National Air and Space Museum, Smithsonian Institution, 
SI-2002-995)

In 1910 Jimmy’s Manual Arts High School 
class attended the Los Angeles International Air 
Meet at Dominguez Field (present day Carson, 
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missions during the 1921 Army/Navy War 
Games exercise.

About a year later, Doolittle flew a de 
Havilland DH-4 across the U.S. in 21 hours 19 
minutes to demonstrate General Mitchell’s claim 
of air mobility and reliability.  That was Jimmy 
Doolittle’s first record flight and the U.S. Army 
awarded him the Distinguished Flying Cross 
(DFC) for that feat.

Scholar
Doolittle was then selected to attend the 

Air Service Mechanical School at Kelly Field 
and the Air Service Engineering School at 
McCook Field, Ohio.  In 1922 he completed his 
undergraduate work that was interrupted when 
he joined the Army and received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from the University of California.

After serving briefly as a test pilot at 
McCook Field, the Army gave Jimmy Doolittle 
the opportunity to further his formal education at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. For 
his master’s thesis he conducted aircraft accel-
eration tests at McCook Field in March 1924 
and he received his Master of Science degree in 
Aeronautics from MIT in June of that year. His 
Master’s thesis led to his second Distinguished 
Flying Cross. 

Since the Army had given him two years 
to get the Master of Science degree and he had 
accomplished that in just one year, he immedi-
ately started working on his Doctorate degree, 
which he received in June 1925.  His doctoral 
dissertation “Wind Velocity Gradient and Its 
Effect on Flying Characteristics” determined 
that a pilot needs visual aids or instruments to 
know the direction in which the airplane is fly-
ing – challenging the long-held belief that good 
pilots can fly and navigate by “the seat of their 
pants.”  Jimmy Doolittle’s Doctor of Science 
degree in aeronautical engineering was the first 
ever issued in the United States.

Lt. Jimmy Doolittle at a refueling stop during his 
September 5, 1922 transcontinental flight. (Image is 
in the public domain)
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At The Airport...

Seen on the ramp at the Lincoln Airport on Saturday, May 26, was this rare Army Air Corps P-64. Well, not 
so rare and not a P-64 at all, but actually a highly-modified Canadian Harvard rebuilt to resemble, quite 
accurately, a P-64  fighter with the Army serial of 39-086. The North American Aviation P-64 was a deriva-
tive of the company’s BT-9 basic trainer, the same basic design that later developed into the Army T-6 and 
Navy SNJ advanced trainers, which North American called the NA-68. Only thirteen NA-68s were built for 
export to Peru and Thailand in 1940, and the six destined to Thailand were instead impounded by the U.S. 
and pressed into service in the Air Corps as P-64 pursuit trainers. Only one P-64 is known to have survived 
the war, and it is on display at the EAA Museum at Oshkosh. The above “P-64” started life as a Canadian 
Harvard Mk IV built in 1952 by the Canadian Car & Foundry as CCF4-261. It is currently owned by Gary 
Peters of Clarkston, Washington, and files as N202LD. Can’t say what it was doing at Lincoln but it was an 
unusual visitor worth noting, don’t you think? (Scott Thompson)


