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For the most up-to-date information, go to the 

chapter website:  http://eaa1541.org/ 

   

Date Topic 

Note 

On Thursday, March 12, 2020 the 

chapter Board voted to suspend 

face to face meetings in 

compliance with public health 

directions from the state of 

California, to limit spread of the 

COVID-19 virus.  We are 

continuing our IMC club and 

monthly chapter meetings online.  

Join us! 

September 

16, 2020 

7:00 pm 

Online Chapter membership 

meeting  Program by USAF Lt. 

Col. Chris Steuer, on the RQ-4 

Global Hawks that fly out of 

Beale AFB. 

Details and link to join below. 

 

October  7, 

2020 

7 – 8 pm 

Online IMC Club meeting with 

FAA Wings credit.   

Online registration link will be 

distributed to chapter members by 

email.  All are invited to 

participate. 

October 21, 

2020 

7:00 pm 

Monthly chapter meeting.  

Program by chapter member Tim 

Whitmire:  Lessons Learned 

Building and Flying an RV-14A. 

EAA CHAPTER 1541 INFORMATION 

Meetings Usually the third Wednesday 
of each month held at KLHM 
Hangar S-12.  Details 
available on the website 

E-mail eaa1541@gmail.com 

Website http://eaa1541.org  

Mailing Address EAA chapter 1541, PO Box 
1126, Lincoln, CA 95648 

Chapter Hangar Hangar S-12, Lincoln Airport 

President  Darren Coomler 

Vice President Dan Masys 

Secretary/Treasurer Jim Hughes 

Chapter Board of 
Directors 

Cheryl Andrade 
John House 
Mike Lagomarsino 
Ray McNaught 
Bruce Robinson 
Randy Sharp 
Scott Thompson 
Scott Whelan 

Webmaster Dug Smith 
dug@dugbert.com  

On the Horizon: Calendar of Events 

http://eaa1541.org/
mailto:eaa1541@gmail.com
http://eaa1541.org/
mailto:dug@dugbert.com
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Newsletter and 
Tech Counselor 

Dan Masys 
dmasys2@gmail.com  

Membership Chapter dues: $20 per year 
for individuals; $30 for 
families; $300 for gold 
membership 

 

 
 

Hello EAA 1541 

Chapter 

Members and 

Friends,  

 

Hope all of you 

are doing well 

and staying 

healthy.  

Between the 

pandemic, heat 

wave and smoke this can be a challenge. I don’t 

know about you, but I haven’t flown in weeks 

due to the smoke and heat.  This year is going 

to be one for the books.  

 

The other evening, I heard a large jet aircraft 

fly over my home, I stuck my head out the door 

but couldn’t see this low level aircraft due to 

the heavy smoke. I grabbed my iPad and 

opened Foreflight to see that it was a DC10 air 

tanker on approach to McClellan. I spent the 

next hour tracking the air attack aircraft 

working the fire near Lake Berryessa. I don’t 

know who and how they are coordinating the 

water drops, but the number of planes in close 

proximity at the same altitude flying all 

different directions is a little unnerving to 

watch on an iPad. After this fire season I think 

a speaker from a CAL FIRE spotter plane 

would be a great chapter member meeting 

presenter.  

 

I believe most of you are using Foreflight.  This 

program is invaluable; when you open 

Foreflight these days it seems to be awash with 

red TFR’s, and the conditions seem to changing 

daily.  

As I have said in previous messages, I still miss 

meeting in person with all of you. I cannot wait 

to meet again, share stories, eat some great 

food and make plans for our chapter activities.  

 

Be well and stay safe.  

Darren  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Our Air Force neighbor to the north is home to 

a gaggle of high altitude, long range 

reconnaissance aircraft that are a strategically 

important capability for national security.  This 

educational program will give you all the 

information you need as a civilian pilot to 

understand where and how Global Hawks fly, 

and give you the opportunity to ask questions. 

 

 

September Member Meeting 
Program: 

The RQ-4 Global Hawk 

President’s Corner 

mailto:dmasys2@gmail.com
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About our speaker: 

 

Lt. Col. Chris Steuer is Director of Operations 

for Beale AFB’s 13
th

 Reconnaissance 

Squadron, and an active GA pilot and proud 

papa of a Piper Warrior. 

 

You can join the meeting online at 7:00 pm on 

Wednesday, September 16 by clicking here.  

An all hands e-mail message will go out the 

morning of the meeting with the Zoom meeting 

link. 

 

 
 

 
 

by Hannah Treehan 

 

Chapter Members, 

 

My first few weeks as a Ray Scholar have been 

great! I am now at 9 hours of flight time. Just 

over a week ago, I passed my Stage 1 check 

(which is a milestone in the curriculum we’re 

using), and I have now moved on to learning 

how to land. Last Wednesday, we did around 

10 touch-and-go’s and a go-around; it was 

really fun, and I’m learning a lot. 

 

I’ve also been 

doing a lot of 

ground school with 

my instructor, 

Mary Wick. 

Recently, I have 

been working a lot 

on Weather 

Services and 

Aircraft 

Performance in 

preparation for my written exam, which is 

scheduled for September 21st. 

 

Though the reduced visibility means that we 

sometimes have to forgo flying, I’m using 

those days as opportunities to continue 

studying towards my written exam. I hope all 

this smoke clears up soon so that we can have 

blue skies again! 

 

Once again, a big thank you to all of you for 

supporting me on this exciting journey. And 

special thanks to Scott and Shirl Whelan for 

being such great scholarship coordinators! 

 

Hannah 

 

 

 
 

To complement our Ray Scholarship award 

from EAA national, the chapter would also like 

to award to our youth members a scholarship to 

attend the Spitfire On-Line Live Private Pilot 

Ground School described below.  The award 

will cover the cost of the On-Line sessions and 

provide the materials necessary to prepare for 

the FAA Written Knowledge Test.  

 

If you know of a student member who might be 

interested, please have them submit a brief 

email application to the chapter at 

eaa1541@gmail.com.    

 

The application should include a paragraph on 

why the candidate believes they should be 

selected and how they believe they will 

succeed.    The only requirements are that 

the applicant’s EAA Membership is current 

and that they will be at least 15 by the time 

you take the written test (the written test is 

only valid for two years and you cannot take 

your check ride until you are 17). 

 

Ground School Scholarships 
For Chapter Student Members Ray Scholar Update 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86757659076
mailto:eaa1541@gmail.com
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Captain Mary Wick at the Spitfire Flight 

School has made a gracious offer to all EAA 

members.  Her On-line Live Private Pilot 

Ground School,  normally retails for $249 and 

the cost of materials.   She is offering it to EAA 

Members for $99 and is including the ASA 

Test Prep book, an E6B and a plotter (a value 

of $50).  As one who attended her first group I 

can guarantee Mary’s classes are very 

informative and Mary’s passion and enthusiasm 

are demonstrated in every instruction.  You will 

enjoy Mary’s real world experiences and her 

curriculum is designed to achieve the students’ 

success.   

 

The class has a 100% pass rate.  You can 

follow the link below to sign up for the next 

round of instruction. Even though the class is a 

Live On-Line instruction, if you not able to 

meet during the Live Class, a full library of the 

classes will be recorded so that you can watch 

them when it is convenient for you and Mary is 

always available to send her questions.  I liked 

the ability to go back and reviewing the 

recorded classes.   Then if you would to 

continue your training, she is also doing On-

Line classes on Instrument and Commercial 

ratings.   

 

Please follow this link for the EAA Members 

offer:  https://www.flightschool.live/sales-

letter-order-form1584669630163  

 

Scott Whelan 

EAA chapter 1541 Board member 

 

 

 
 

WILL WE EVER FLY AGAIN? 
 

YOUNG EAGLES: 

Due to the still ongoing virus restrictions, our  

anticipated airport events (Airport 

Fun Day and Young Eagles) are still on an 

indefinite hold.   

 

More words of wisdom:  

“The secret of life is to adapt, adjust & revise.” 
                               Heard during an EAA Meeting 

 

Stay safe, and out of the smoke!  

 

Cheryl Andrade 

Young Eagle Coordinator 

 

 

 
 

by John House 

 

In January 1986 I was the sales manager for a 

full-line Cessna dealer. We sold both new and 

used Cessna’s as well as many other brands. It 

was a fun job that allowed me to fly scores of 

different aircraft models. Between demos, 

delivering and charter work I was racking up 

quite an impressive number of logbook entries. 

We were also a Cessna Pilot Center and 

provided instruction including private, 

commercial, ATP, instrument, CFI/CFII, 

multiengine and seaplane. Of course, we also 

rented aircraft and it was common to have 20+ 

aircraft in the rental fleet from Cessna 152’s to 

310’s and everything in between.  

 

It was common practice to sell the rental 

aircraft when they reached about 1,000 hours. 

Such was the case of three 152’s I sold to a 

flight school in Greeley Colorado.  As I 

remember, the flight school was a part of a 

A Special Ground School Offer 
for EAA members 

The Airport That Wasn’t There 

Cheryl’s “She-Said” Tid-Bits 

https://www.flightschool.live/sales-letter-order-form1584669630163
https://www.flightschool.live/sales-letter-order-form1584669630163
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community college and had a program much 

like Sacramento City College. They were 

anxious to get three new (to them) aircraft to 

replace a couple well-worn 150’s they were 

currently using. 

 

 
 

We agreed to the price as a package, but they 

would not complete the purchase until one of 

their mechanics did an inspection of each 

aircraft at their facility in Colorado.  We had 

just completed annual inspections and we 

always kept our aircraft in excellent condition 

so I felt confident the aircraft would pass with 

no issues. I talked a couple of stiffs, Greg (now 

retired B787 captain) and Mike (our service 

manager), into flying with me to deliver the 

three tiny aircraft across the Sierra’s and the 

Rockies in the dead of winter. 

 

I don’t remember how long we waited for a 

weather window to open for the flight but when 

it finally did, off we went. The plan was to stop 

in Elko for fuel before continuing to Salt Lake 

City for the evening. The day dawned cold and 

beautiful with severe-clear conditions. We 

formed up about the time we reached Lake 

Tahoe. Somebody had the dumb idea, I think it 

was me, to do a little formation flying. What 

could go wrong? I’ll leave that for another day. 

 

We arrived in Salt Lake City (SLC) after 

refueling both the aircraft and pilots in Elko 

(EKO). Our plan was to get in the air the next 

morning early so we could arrive in Greeley 

 
 

(GXY) early enough for the school’s mechanic 

to bless the aircraft. We had tickets to fly home 

from Denver’s Stapleton International (DEN) 

later that evening, so we didn’t want to delay 

too much. 

 

We headed to the north-east out of SLC to 

avoid the cumulogranite between us and 

Greeley. We climbed to 11,500 and again 

enjoyed severe-clear conditions. We were 

about an hour into the flight when I heard, “My 

RPM is dropping and I can’t maintain altitude.” 

Uh-oh! If you look at the Salt Lake sectional, 

or Foreflight, the terrain 60 miles east of SLC 

is a bit desolate. As in, there’s no there there. 

 

 
 

While Greg worked to determine the problem, 

Mike and I looked for an airport to set down. It 

was midwinter and there was nothing but high 

desert covered in snow. We were flying V32 

with an MEA of 12,000 and were not talking to 

ATC. We were not too far from Evanston WY 

so we headed that direction. We looked for 
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Evanston Municipal (EVW), but we could not 

find it. It just wasn’t there.  It was on our 

sectional charts but not out the window. How 

could that be? Nothing but snow.  

 

The entire area was about 7,000 msl and up. 

Not ideal for a winter off-field landing. Greg 

was losing altitude and I was getting worried. 

He later admitted that while he didn’t need a 

change of skivvies, it was a bit unnerving. We 

kept looking for the airport. The only thing 

around was a rather desolate stretch of 

Interstate 80 ahead of us. Nobody wanted that 

but better than the alternative. Before we 

started to debate that, I saw a black strip on a 

plateau about 10 miles away. I suggested we 

head that direction. As we got closer, I radioed, 

“… that sure looks like an airport but it’s not 

on the chart.” The other two agreed and we 

kept going.  

 

 
 

Sure enough, that big, beautiful, long black 

strip was in fact an airport. It had numbers on it 

and everything! Since it was not on the chart, 

we didn’t know what airport it was or what 

frequency was being used. We didn’t care; we 

were landing. We dialed in the unicom 

frequency for Evanston Muni and alerted 

anyone in the area that a flight of three Cessnas 

were nearing the airport. We got a reply from 

someone that the winds were 010 at 20 knots 

gusting to 25 and suggested we use runway 05. 

Good idea. We couldn’t see the windsock from 

the air. There’s a saying in Wyoming, “It never 

snows in Wyoming. It blows in from 

Montana!” 

  

After we landed, we found out they had just 

opened the airport and they were abandoning 

the old one. Because the airport was brand new, 

the runway itself was jet black. It really stood 

out in the vast snow-covered desert. The 

change had not yet been made to the sectional 

chart. The patron saint of pilots (Our Lady of 

Loreto) was watching over us. There had been 

a snowstorm a day or two prior to our arrival 

and they figured there was no need to plow the 

now closed runway.  

 

As it was, we ended up staying in Evanston for 

a couple days and had the time of our lives. 

Tongue firmly planted in cheek. Oh, and it 

turned out to be a mag failure. Can’t understand 

why a 152 won’t stay at 11,500 feet on one 

mag.  

 

John House 

EAA 1541 chapter Board member 

 

 

 

 
 

By Jim Hughes 

 

I'd been looking for alternative lamp part 

numbers to use as landing and taxi  lights, for 

our 1961 Cessna 175B, since we were 

replacing the landing light every few months, 

or so it seemed. 

 

I don’t fly at night but I do run my taxi light 

during my flights for better visibility to other 

pilots. So, on with the search for something 

better, other than spending $100’s on LED 

landing lights . 

 

Landing and Taxi Light Options 
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However, there is now an Aero-lites ‘spot’  

LED lamp that is $69, that will work ok as a 

taxi light: 

https://www.amazon.com/Aero-Lites-LED-

Landing-Light-Drop/dp/B01N7KJ128 

  

I’d only use it as a taxi light since the beam 

width is 15 degrees, vs a usual 9 degrees for a 

landing light. A comparison pic:   

 

 
 

Note the narrow spot on the right for the 4509, 

and the much brighter, but wider beam for the 

LED. 

 

They show them operating at 12.7 volts, but 

our normal voltage is 14.0-14.5 volts, so the 

4509 current will be more like 8-9 amps. See 

more below on this.  

 

So, for the ‘frugal’/ purist pilots: 

 

The standard lamp is the GE 4509, which is 

specified as 100 watts at 13 volts and a life of 

25 hours. The 25 hours part is very misleading, 

because our 12 volt aircraft actually run at 14.0 

to 14.5 volts, assuming that your voltage 

regulator is set properly. 

 

This higher voltage is necessary to fully 

recharge the battery after the 200-300 amps 

used to crank the engine to life. But that’s a 

whole different article! 

 

So, having worked on designs with indicator 

lamps as an engineer, I know that a 10 % 

increase in voltage will reduce the life of an 

incandescent lamp by 50% to 65%. )see the 

graph, red lines).   

 

 
 

So, now our 25 hour bulb may only last 12.5 to 

as little as 9 hours…..that’s why they seem to 

burn out so often….they do.!  Note, none of 

this applies to LED lamps, they will last a long 

time, as long as they don’t overheat  

  

There must be something better that doesn’t 

cost the $250 to $300 that an LED landing light 

costs?   And now $69 for a taxi LED lamp, as 

noted earlier.   

 

Well, there is!  GE  makes a quartz-halogen 

version, the Q4509. It looks a bit different, with 

a quartz bulb inside the sealed beam lamp 

shell…..it was probably an FAA thing. GE 

stopped selling it, but Martek and Galaxy both 

still make it. 

  

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Aero-Lites-LED-Landing-Light-Drop/dp/B01N7KJ128
https://www.amazon.com/Aero-Lites-LED-Landing-Light-Drop/dp/B01N7KJ128
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Some of the good things are that this lamp is 

rated at 100 hours, and since it’s a quartz –

halogen, it is much less sensitive to applied 

voltage, so you can actually expect 100 hours 

from it…maybe more! 

 

The current prices are about $15, so it’s only a 

few dollars more than the 4509.  I like running 

the taxi light at all times when I’m moving; 

taxiing and flying, so I’d like more life. 

 

It turns out that the 4595 is a somewhat wider 

beam, and is rated at an amazing 300 hours!! 

..really ?  It’s still rated at 100 watts , but a little 

less beam power. But at $18 from Aircraft 

Spruce it’s a good choice. I’ve been using both 

of these in our Cessna  since 2011….and the 

taxi light is still working after 300+ flight 

hours. 

 

 
 

I did some bench testing of the 3 lamps, 4509, 

Q4509 and 4595, to determine applied volts, 

13v and 14.2v,vs. amps, and compared the data 

to the GE specs, below. 

 

I quickly learned not to stand in the front of the 

beam.! There is a huge amount of IR within 3-4 

feet in front of the lamp! 

 
 

The comparison chart from GE at the end of 

this article, that I've marked up, has old  costs 

from Aircraft Spruce, but the specs are still 

good. 

  

The 4909Q is a quartz version, which is a 

higher power (125w vs 115w), longer life (100 

hrs vs 25 hrs), and a little more expensive bulb.  

  

The 4595 is a 100w , 300 hr bulb.  It is really 

ideal for the taxi light since it is a wider beam 

than the 4509, 14 degrees wide, vs 12 degrees   

 

It has lower power draw , measured at  7.0 

amps vs 8.0 amps for the 4509, and long life , 

at the expense of a somewhat dimmer light.    

 

The bench test data for the 3 bulbs at voltages 

of 13.0 and 14.2 volts, shows the actual power 

draw, vs The GE table that lists 100 watts for 

all three. 

 

The 4509 is specified as a 100w bulb,  

-  at 14.2 volts (normal operating voltage), it 

draws 115w, or 8.0 amps.  

- it is 100 w at the specified 13 volts , 7.6 amps, 

but no one operates it at this voltage 

 

The 4509Q is also spec'd as 100w. 

- at 14.2 v it is 125w , 8.8 amps  

- it  is 108w , 8.3amps  at 13 volts. 

- buy at Aircraft Spruce for $16 

  

https://www.aircraftspruce.com/catalog/elpages/martek4509q.php
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The 4595 is again spec'd as 100w. 

- it is 100w at 14.2v , 7.0 amps.  

- but is only 86w at 13v,  6.6 amps. 

- also at Aircraft Spruce and Sky Geek for $15 

 

So there you have it: frugal choices in landing 

lights.! 

 

PS, make sure that all of the connections are 

tight and secured. This landing light switch 

connection was loose and overheated, melting 

all of the insulation on the terminal and an inch 

of the wire, and could have caused a fire! 

 

 
 

Jim Hughes 

EAA 1541 chapter Board member 

 

 

 

 
  

https://www.aircraftspruce.com/catalog/elpages/normanlamps08-12284-47_11-16626.php
https://www.skygeek.com/oshino-4595-par36-13-volt-100-watt-lamp.html
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John Tate’s RV-6A and the Memorial Squadron making chem trails over the 

USS Hornet in Alameda to honor the 75
th

 anniversary of VJ Day, August 15, 2020 

Sightings 


