
 
EAA Chapter 1541 newsletter                                                                                                                                                      December 2020 

 
  The Monthly Newsletter for Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 1541, Lincoln, California 

 

In This Issue 

Calendar of Events 
EAA 1541 Chapter Information 
President’s Corner 
December Member Meeting Program 
Ray Scholar Update 
Cheryl’s Tidbits 
Chapter Member Milestones 
A Life Long Love Affair  
Sightings 

  1 
  1 
  2 
  3 
  3 
  4 
  5 
  5 
  7 

 

 

 

 

For the most up-to-date information, go to the 

chapter website:  http://eaa1541.org/ 

  Date Topic 

Note 

On Thursday, March 12, 2020 the 

chapter Board voted to suspend 

face to face meetings in 

compliance with public health 

directions from the state of 

California, to limit spread of the 

COVID-19 virus.  We are 

continuing our IMC club and 

monthly chapter meetings online.  

Join us! 

December 

16, 2020 

7 p.m. 

December chapter meeting.  

Program by chapter member Mark 

Siemens on My COVID Project: 

the Making of Scarlett. 

January 6, 

2020 

7 – 8 pm 

Online IMC Club meeting with 

FAA Wings credit.   

Online registration link will be 

distributed to chapter members by 

email.  All are invited to 

participate. 

EAA CHAPTER 1541 INFORMATION 

Meetings Usually the third Wednesday 
of each month held at KLHM 
Hangar S-12.  Details 
available on the website 

E-mail eaa1541@gmail.com 

Website http://eaa1541.org  

Mailing Address EAA chapter 1541, PO Box 
1126, Lincoln, CA 95648 

Chapter Hangar Hangar S-12, Lincoln Airport 

President  Darren Coomler 

Vice President Dan Masys 

Secretary/Treasurer Jim Hughes 

Chapter Board of 
Directors 

Cheryl Andrade 
John House 
Mike Lagomarsino 
Ray McNaught 
Bruce Robinson 
Scott Thompson 
Scott Whelan 

Webmaster Dug Smith 
dug@dugbert.com  

Newsletter and 
Tech Counselor 

Dan Masys 
dmasys2@gmail.com  

Membership Chapter dues: $20 per year 
for individuals; $30 for 
families; $300 for gold 
membership 
 

 

 

 

 

On the Horizon: Calendar of Events 

http://eaa1541.org/
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Hello EAA chapter 1541  Members and 

Friends,  

 

Here we are at years end in the Christmas 

season; this will be a year that we are ready to 

close. A year with a great deal of restriction, 

but fortunately, flying GA aircraft has still 

allowed us to fly with minimal infection risks. 

Unfortunately, it’s been difficult to grab a $100 

burger in nearby towns with everything closed! 

 

Personal aviation during this time has given me 

opportunity to continue flying and reach new 

milestones. I want to share the story of my 

recent check ride. As we all know the traffic at 

Lincoln Airport can be unpredictable. Prior to 

my flight portion of my check ride, my CFI 

stated to the Designated Pilot Examiner (DPE) 

that our air field is like the “Wild West”. The 

DPE is not from this area and had a puzzled 

look not knowing what he was referring to - as 

it was 6 am last Saturday morning. After the 

oral exam and pre-flight we were airborne. The 

DPE suggested that we do all the necessary 

landings before the pattern got busy. Upon 

taking off and taking my first cross wind leg it 

seems approximately five aircraft appeared in 

the pattern.   

 

The DPE had ForeFlight open and began to 

assess the pattern traffic, became distracted and 

then looked concerned. Just then I called to his 

attention a Cessna that was in the between us 

and the runway, in the downwind leg, heading 

North, who never self-announced. At this point, 

we kept our eyes on the traffic in front of us 

and proceeded in for a short field landing. 

Staying in the pattern, back around, it seemed 

that even more planes were entering the 

pattern.  After making my short field landing 

and going around he suggested we “get OUT of 

the area”.  Once completing all my required 

flight maneuvers and returning to Lincoln the 

pattern was very full again. I managed to get 

myself in and get the plane landed, and taxied 

back to the hangar.  At that point he 

congratulated me on becoming a private pilot.  

 

It was only at this point during a de-brief that 

he complemented my ability to stay focused 

and calm during all the distractions of the 

additional traffic, at which point he then called 

it the “Wild West”.  

 

I have to attribute my success in part to 

achieving this milestone to involvement with 

Chapter 1541. With all the many meetings we 

have had and stories that I have heard - all this 

collectively has helped me understand aviation 

more than any textbook could offer. I can truly 

attest to the value of our Chapter. As it looks 

like we have a vaccine on the horizon, 

hopefully we can be together again soon and 

helping other enthusiasts to attaining their goals 

of becoming pilots.  

 

As we are all still sad that we can’t meet in this 

holiday season and have a year end party like 

we have had in the past. We are surely going to 

make up for it next year. Hope all of you stay 

safe, enjoy quality time with your family and a 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 

Sincerely,  

Darren 

.  

President’s Corner 
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Chapter member Mark Siemens will entertain 

and inform us on lessons learned doing a 

complete makeover of his recently acquired 

Cessna 182, named Scarlett.  You can join the 

meeting online at 7:00 pm on Wednesday, 

December 16
th

 by clicking here.  An all hands 

e-mail message will go out the morning of the 

meeting with the Zoom meeting link. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

by Hannah Treehan 

 

 
 

Chapter Members, 

 

I'm really excited to announce that on Nov 

24th, I completed my first solo flight! It was 

the most amazing experience. I soloed early in 

the morning, and there was only one other 

plane in the pattern, so it was quite peaceful as 

well. I did 3 landings! 

 

Ray Scholar Update 

December Member Meeting  
My COVID Project: 

The Making of Scarlett 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81077322252
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Since then, I've gotten signed off to solo to 

McClellan and back. And I've also begun doing 

my dual cross-countries; we did one to 

Stockton recently, which was really fun. Going 

forward, I'll be working my way up to doing 

solo cross countries, and I'll also be continuing 

to practice my maneuvers. 

 

Once again, I'm so grateful to all of you for 

supporting me and making this possible for me! 

 

Tailwinds, 

Hannah 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  You can read more about 

Hannah’s solo on the EAA National website at: 

http://inspire.eaa.org/2020/12/10/solo-

milestone-hannah-treehan 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

        YOUNG EAGLE/EVENT NEWS 

                  
             MERRY CHRISTMAS & 

                HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

We are coming to the end of 2020 and 

what a year it has been! As you all know, we 

have not had the typical exciting and interactive 

year all of us have been accustomed to. 

 

Due to the current pandemic, there were no 

Young Eagle Rallies, Airport Fun Days, no F2F 

Chapter meetings nor Air Academy summer 

camps at Oshkosh.  Anthony Moreno and 

Cassidy Call, along with all of the others, had 

their classes canceled, as well as the EAA 

AirVenture Fly-In.  

 

Enjoy the holidays with your loved ones, 

and hopefully we will be able to visit with 

each other soon. Face to face! 

 

     WORDS OF WISDOM?? NOT EVEN! 

 

“You know you're getting old when Santa 

starts looking younger!” ."  

 

“Dear Santa……………..….I can explain!!”     

 

Take care, and fly safe. 

 

Cheryl Andrade 

Young Eagle Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheryl’s “She-Said” Tid-Bits 

http://inspire.eaa.org/2020/12/10/solo-milestone-hannah-treehan
http://inspire.eaa.org/2020/12/10/solo-milestone-hannah-treehan
http://www.pngall.com/christmas-bell-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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In addition to Hannah Treehan’s solo, other 

chapter members also achieved great aviation 

milestones recently.  In reference to this 

month’s President’s Corner, EAA 1541 Board 

member Ray McNaught sent the following 

pronouncement: 

 

Acts of Aviation Have Been Committed 

 

“It is my understanding that on December Fifth 

in the year of our lord Two Thousand Twenty 

Intentional acts of aviation were committed out 

of our home airport, Lincoln Regional Airport. 

Said acts resulted in the involvement of the 

Federal Aviation Administration. These 

intentional acts also resulted in the Federal 

Aviation Administration acting in their official 

capacity to issue pertinent paperwork! 

 

Further, these intentionally committed acts of 

aviation were committed by one of our very 

own! 

 

Please join me by raising your "virtual" glass in 

MAGA Congratulations To Darren Coomler,  

President EAA Chapter 1541, for successfully 

completing his Private Pilot Certification! 

 

President Darren, Making Aviation Great 

Again!” 

 

 

Captain John 

 

After many years of faithful First Officer flying 

of 747’s and 787 Dreamliners on international 

routes, on December 4, 2020 chapter member 

John Tate received his Captain’s Wings at a 

United Airlines ceremony in Denver.  In the 

spirit of the times, family and friends were 

invited to watch from a distance via Zoom. 

 
 

Editor’s note: Artist’s conception of Captain John’s four 

striper uniform, not to scale.  Actual uniform is currently 

on order.  : ) 

 

 

 
 

By John House 

 

I first glimpsed her when I was but a boy. In that 

moment, time seemed to stand still. My heart 

raced. My breath quickened. I suddenly felt my 

head throb and my ears assailed.  She moved 

with a grace that marveled anything I’d ever 

seen.  

 

I stood at a fence as she passed; my eyes never 

leaving her. Men came from seemingly 

everywhere to assist her or to simply gaze upon 

her. She epitomized perfection. Lean yet 

muscular, broad of shoulder and a stance that 

exuded confidence and power. Though I was but 

a boy, I knew in my heart, one day I  would 

make her mine. 

 

I asked all those around if they knew her. All 

said no. I had to find out. I couldn’t just walk up 

and ask. Who was I after all? Just a young boy, 

hardly old enough to even shave. But there I 

stood with eyes wide and mouth agape with my 

name printed on my shirt and a rag in my 

Chapter Member Milestones 

A Life Long Love Affair 
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pocket. What chance did I have getting near 

such beauty, such grace?  

 

A man who I’d seen with her walked my 

direction. He was exactly what you’d expect to 

be with her. Tall, fit, dressed in a dark blue suit 

and sporting a pair of classic Ray-Ban Aviators. 

He was right out of central casting. As he 

approached, I couldn’t control myself any 

longer.  With a big, stupid grin, I blurted out I 

thought she was the most beautiful I’d ever 

seen. What is her name? With a knowing smile, 

he simply said Solitaire. He could tell I was 

mesmerized so he offered to introduce us. I 

couldn’t believe it! I was going to meet the 

future love of my life. 

 

As we walked closer, her alabaster skin 

glimmered in the mid-day sun. Many of her 

class wore colors applied, in my opinion, with a 

heavy hand. But not Solitaire. What little she 

donned was simple and elegant. I was in love.  

 

Yep, I’m talking about an airplane. But not just 

an airplane: a Mitsubishi MU-2. A high wing, 

twin Garrett TPE331 powered turboprop that 

out-performed every other aircraft on the 

market. There were two variants – the short 

body (6 pax + 1) and the long body (11 pax + 

1). They were manufactured in both Texas and 

Japan until 1986 and 1987 respectively. 

 

 
 

Sadly, they developed an undeserved reputation 

caused mostly by pilot error. They were/are a 

true pilot’s airplane and will bite if you are 

inattentive or untrained. The requirements to fly 

as PIC were simply a multiengine rating and an 

instructor endorsement. Not a good idea. By the 

mid-80’s there had been multiple fatal accidents 

which prompted the FAA to investigate the 

aircraft. After a number of studies, the FAA 

concluded there was nothing inherently wrong 

with the design. But the bad press had done its 

damage. The result was the resale price of the 

aircraft plummeted. My desire for an MU-2 

never wavered. 

 

By this time, I was no longer a boy but an 

experienced pilot. I was the sales manager for 

an aircraft broker and in my continual search for 

aircraft I came across a Solitaire (short body) in 

Las Vegas. The owner’s business needs changed 

and he no longer needed his IAI 1124 nor his 

MU-2. I made an unreasonably ridiculous offer 

and to my surprise the owner accepted. I kinda 

felt like the dog that continually chases cars and 

finally catches one. What do I do now? 

 

I felt bad that he had to write a check for more 

than $800,000 to sell me his airplane but he was 

thrilled. He pushed me to buy or at least to help 

him sell his Westwind which he had to write an 

even bigger check to get rid of it. I made 

arrangements for financing, training and 

insurance. The first two were easy but the 

insurance -  Oh My Goodness! The annual 

premium was nearly a quarter of the price of the 

airplane. No wonder Marvin wanted to get rid of 

it.  

 

 
 

I owned the airplane for 3 years and put almost 

500 hours on it. I loved every minute flying it 

but it was a bit “spendy”. You’ve heard the old 

saying that a boat is a hole in the water you 

throw money into? I understand that feeling.  In 

the end it was sad to see the airplane go to a new 
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owner but I made out okay.  However, I do miss 

landing at a small airport and drawing a crowd 

giving me the Garrett salute. If I won the lottery, 

would I buy another one? In a New York 

minute! 

 

One last note. The MU-2 at the start of this story 

was not a Solitaire. They didn’t start making 

those until 1979. I figured it would read better 

as Solitaire rather than Moo-two. 

 

 

John House 

EAA 1541 Board member 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

Sightings 


