
 
EAA Chapter 1541 newsletter                                                                                                                                                          January 2021 

 
  The Monthly Newsletter for Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 1541, Lincoln, California 

 

In This Issue 

Calendar of Events 
EAA 1541 Chapter Information 
President’s Corner 
January Member Meeting Program 
Membership Renewal 
Ray Scholar College Update 
Cheryl’s Tidbits 
Crazy 
EAA Homebuilder Week  
Just for Laughs 

  1 
  1 
  2 
  2 
  3 
  3 
  6 
  7 
  8 
  8 

 

 

 

 

For the most up-to-date information, go to the 

chapter website:  http://eaa1541.org/ 

  Date Topic 

Note 

On Thursday, March 12, 2020 the 

chapter Board voted to suspend 

face to face meetings in 

compliance with public health 

directions from the state of 

California, to limit spread of the 

COVID-19 virus.  We are 

continuing our IMC club and 

monthly chapter meetings online.  

Join us! 

January 20, 

2021 

7 p.m. 

January chapter meeting.  Program 

by chapter member Paul 

Koscheka, FAA Safety Team 

Manager on Non-Towered 

Airport Traffic Pattern Safety. 

February 3, 

2021 

7 – 8 pm 

Online IMC Club meeting with 

FAA Wings credit.   

Online registration link will be 

distributed to chapter members by 

email.  All are invited to 

participate. 

EAA CHAPTER 1541 INFORMATION 

Meetings Usually the third Wednesday 
of each month held at KLHM 
Hangar S-12.  Details 
available on the website 

E-mail eaa1541@gmail.com 

Website http://eaa1541.org  

Mailing Address EAA chapter 1541, PO Box 
1126, Lincoln, CA 95648 

Chapter Hangar Hangar S-12, Lincoln Airport 

President  Darren Coomler 

Vice President Dan Masys 

Secretary/Treasurer Jim Hughes 

Chapter Board of 
Directors 

Cheryl Andrade 
John House 
Mike Lagomarsino 
Ray McNaught 
Bruce Robinson 
Scott Thompson 
Scott Whelan 

Webmaster Dug Smith 
dug@dugbert.com  

Newsletter and 
Tech Counselor 

Dan Masys 
dmasys2@gmail.com  

Membership Chapter dues: $20 per year 
for individuals; $30 for 
families; $300 for gold 
membership 
 

 

 

 

On the Horizon: Calendar of Events 
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Welcome Chapter 1541 Members and Friends,  

 

Happy New Year! I don’t ever remember a 

time when I was so eager to have a year pass. 

As we know, last year was full of uncertainty, 

but so far 2021 looks more optimistic.  

 

With that being said, the Board of Directors 

and myself met last week to discuss the 

upcoming years activities. We all agreed that 

once the pandemic conditions improve we are 

ready to get back together again. We are going 

to start simple with pancake breakfasts and 

member meetings once the group meeting 

restrictions ease. Let’s keep our fingers crossed 

it will be sooner than later.  

 

Another item we talked about was the topics 

for the monthly member meeting programs.  

We have noticed a few new members have 

shown interest in building their own aircraft. 

They found the right chapter to join!  

 

In talking about the upcoming programs we 

decided we wanted to take a member survey of 

all the interests of our members. Shortly, you 

will receive an email asking about your 

personal interests in aviation. In doing this, we 

will be able to find chapter members who can 

speak on those topics.   

Also discussed in the meeting were the quality 

of the past member presentations - we found a 

need to repeat selected ones of these 

presentations. If any of you feel you have 

anything of interest to present to the chapter 

please contact Dan or myself.  

 

With the pandemic challenges presented this 

year, our chapter has been able to stay strong.  

Looking forward to this year, we hope to 

continue the momentum to fulfill the mission of 

promoting aviation.  

 

In closing, I am very optimistic of this year 

events, face to face meetings and some darn 

good meals! 

Sincerely,  

Darren 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Lincoln Regional airport is a busy facility, with 

a mix of traffic that ranges from powered 

parachutes to intercontinental bizjets.  Keeping 

safe with lots of planes with dramatically 

different performance and pilots with widely 

varying experience levels takes skill and 

vigilance.  Our January program will address 

these issues and be given by Paul Koscheka, 

President’s Corner 

January Member Meeting  
Non-Towered Airport  

Traffic Pattern Safety 
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FAA Safety Team manager at the Sacramento 

Flight Standards District Office (FSDO).   

 

In his 38+ years with the FAA Paul has had the 

opportunity to serve in many roles, including 

Air Traffic Controller, Terminal Instrument 

Procedures Development, Flight Inspection 

pilot for Instrument Flight Procedures, Navaid 

Maintenance, and Aviation Safety Inspector.  

Paul has a Bachelor of Applied Science degree 

in Aeronautical/Aerospace Engineering 

Technology from Arizona State University.  

 

You can join the member meeting on January 

20
th

 at 7 pm by clicking here.  An all hands e-

mail message will go out the morning of the 

meeting with the Zoom meeting link. 

 

 
 

EAA 1541 Members, it’s that time of year 

again. We are asking you to renew your 

membership for EAA Chapter 1541.  

 

As you know the mission of EAA is to promote 

aviation. Your annual dues directly support 

this. 

 

Your dues pay for event insurance, hanger rent, 

scholarships, Young Eagles and Fun Day 

promotional materials.  

 

In return you are receiving quality 

comradeship, access to tech counselors, 

monthly member meeting programs and a shiny 

blue name tag!  

 

Along with renewing your chapter dues, we are 

requested and strongly recommending that you 

renew your National EAA Membership. This is 

very important if you plan to be involved in 

Young Eagles or any other public event 

because it is an insurance requirement.  

 

Please respond to your request from Jim 

Hughes to renew your membership, thank you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Darren 

 

 
 

 
 

By Amy Whelan 

Chapter 1541’s first Ray Scholar 

 

 
 

It’s crazy to think I have been in college at 

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 

(ERAU) in Daytona Beach, Florida for six 

months and have accomplished so much in that 

time. With everything this chapter has allowed 

me to do and become, I wanted to take some 

time to share the experiences I have had.   

  

The summer was fast paced and hectic at times, 

but I am glad I had the opportunity to start 

early. While we were the guinea pigs for the 

school trying to figure out all the new Covid 

protocols, it was nice to meet new people who 

were at the same point of flight training I was 

at. I took one in-person class which was my 

Membership Renewal 

College Update 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88913278977
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instrument ground school class and one online 

class which was my computer class.  

 

 
 

It was a good way to start college with a lighter 

load so that I could figure out the school and 

how the fight department worked. During the 

summer I was scheduled for six activities a 

week: an oral, sim or flight depending on the 

module I was working on. There were about 40 

modules in the instrument rating course and I 

was able to get through more than half in the 

summer. My flight block was from 2000-2350 

so I had to become a night person. The night 

block was nice because the bad weather was 

normally in the afternoon and would clear up 

before I flew. I spent a lot of time during 

summer learning the G1000 and checklist 

flows. On the flight portion I did a lot of 

intercepting and tracking. 

 

  
 

Coming into Embry-Riddle with my private 

pilot license (PPL) made a big difference 

because it saved me so much time and money. 

The average student spends $26,000 and one 

year to get just their PPL alone at ERAU. In 

order to start my instrument training I had to do 

a transition course with an oral, sim and flight. 

During the transition I learned how to navigate 

within the flight department, sim center and 

flight line and showed that I was a proficient 

private pilot.  

 

 
 

There is a lot you have to do behind the scenes 

to go flying. My first flight at ERAU was a 

cool experience as it was at night. Sadly it was 

hard to see the area and little did I know it was 

going to be my only flight that I wasn’t wearing 

foggles. I learned how to ‘ramp out’, get 

clearance, use all the checklists (there are a lot 

of them), and was able to do some basic 

maneuvers in a 172. It was a short flight but 

definitely one I won’t forget.  

 

Instrument training was a different experience. 

I will never forget my first sim and how after 

taking off at 500 feet the screen just went 

white. At first I was confused, but my 

instructor assured me saying it will always be 

like this because you have to learn to just trust 

the instruments. It was definitely different to 

only be able to rely on the instruments and 

making it even harder was the G1000 system I 
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was still learning how to use. Doing all the 

checklists took a little bit longer as I was still 

figuring out where everything was.  

 

For my first instrument flight the conditions 

that night were broken at 2,000 so we left VFR 

and shortly after takeoff my instructor had me 

put on foggles and fly like that for the rest of 

the night. As we were getting clearance to 

come back into Daytona we picked up IFR and 

I was able to take the foggles off so I could 

experience flying through the clouds.  To this 

day it is one of the coolest experiences of my 

life. It was a different feeling going through the 

clouds and having to really trust the 

instruments.  

 

The strobe lights flashing off the clouds was 

the only thing we could see. It was also very 

turbulent and we even ran into some 

precipitation. This was my first storm flying 

experience. We requested a lower altitude and 

vectors to final approach course around the 

storm. On the transition course flight my 

instructor helped me on the landing but on this 

first instrument flight he said it was all me. I 

made it a long landing so that way we wouldn’t 

have to taxi as far. I tried to make it a soft field 

landing so I took advantage of the ground 

effect for as long as I could before flaring and 

making a perfect landing. My instructor was 

very impressed and I was even surprised 

because it was my first time landing something 

other than the 150 I trained in. 

 

The fall semester was very different from 

summer. Within a matter of days the school 

was filled with hundreds of people and my 

room of one went to a room of four. The quiet 

student union turned into the main hangout for 

everyone and the school radio station was 

always playing. This also affected flight ops.  

 

With so many people, you had to make sure 

you got to your flight activities early or 

sometimes they would over book and you could 

end up waiting hours for the next available 

plane or sim. At that point in my training I was 

working on approaches and starting to plan for 

cross countries. Approaches took a lot of 

repetition, and learning what ATC was going to 

do before they actually did it was important. I 

also had to learn how to program the G1000 so 

that it would show the approach.  

 

For my cross country I did one long one to 

Saint Simons, GA and shot a VOR approach 

and from there we went to Gainesville, Fl and 

did a GPS approach. We did a lot of sim work 

near the end of my training with a lot of 

inoperative instruments and different 

emergency procedures.  

 

We also had to do ‘preprogs’ which were oral, 

sim and flight with a different instructor. My 

end of course, aka checkride, included an oral 

and sim one day and flight the next day. The 

oral was a little less than an hour due to the 

high score I had on my written and the amount 

of preparation I had for it. I then went right to 

my sim, where I did VOR intercepting and 

tracking, an ILS approach to go miss, and a 

VOR approach with AHRS failure. Passing that 

was the hard part because I felt really confident 

with my flying ability.  

 

With my flight all I had to do was take off, do 

unusual attitudes on a climb out and then shoot 

the approach and circle to land. After the take 

off we did unusual attitudes and I recovered 

very nicely from them. I was then vectored 

onto the final approach course for the RNAV 

16 after reaching circling minimums which I 

had to go to the NOTAMs to double check. I 

was able to start my circle around the Daytona 

Speedway, I had accepted land and hold short 

instructions which seemed no problem because 

of how long the runway is but just to make sure 

I landed right on the numbers and made the 

first taxi exit.  

After completing my after landing checklist the 

check pilot was able to tell me I passed and that 

was such a relief. We then went back and filled 

out all the paperwork and I received the pin I 
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had worked so hard for. This was a great full 

semester at school and I am grateful for all the 

support I received.  

 

 
 

I want to say how thankful I am for the many 

ways EAA and Chapter 1541 has supported me 

in my passion for aviation. Being selected as 

your first Ray Scholar has truly changed my 

life and I am forever thankful. If you ever find 

yourself in Daytona Beach, Florida please 

contact me and I would be honored to give you 

a tour and show you around the ERAU campus. 

 

Amy Whelan 

 

 
 

 
 

           YOUNG EAGLE/EVENT NEWS 

                           
                 HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

“Should old acquaintances be forgot”???? 

I don’t believe so!  

 

As we enter 2021 with all its turmoil and 

uncertainties, we must remember that we 

have our established dear friends and new ones 

within Chapter 1541.    

 

Beginning this month, we will be introducing 

the names of our new members in our 

Newsletter; however, since the COVID-19  

has been with us for almost a year now, 

the members who joined during the summer 

were not properly acknowledged due to us 

not having F-2-F meetings. 

 

Please welcome the following new members: 

 

Breece Phipps, Brian Nipper, Brian Peck, Chris  

Silva, Dylan Koop, Felipe Robledo, Mikaela 

Pock, Mike Haag, Reed Campbell, and Vaclav 

Vyvoda. 

 

Mr. Caleb Davis has the honor of being our 

first 2021 new member! Caleb is a CFI and 

would like to build a Vans RV, exact model 

still to be determined. Welcome. 

 

Due to the current pandemic, there will not be 

any activities scheduled at this time until it is 

safe to do so. As a Chapter, we are also 

discouraging any one-on-one Young Eagle 

flights; however, on the bright side, we are 

looking forward to scheduling a Young Eagle 

rally, possibility in September when schools are 

back to a normal schedule. 

 

 

Cheryl’s “She-Said” Tid-Bits 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Fireworks_2.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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                      WORDS OF WISDOM??  

 

“If you think you are too small to be effective, 

you have never been in bed with a mosquito!!”  

  

 

Stay safe, and fly safe. 

Cheryl Andrade 

Young Eagle Coordinator 

 

 

 
 

By John House 

 

Crazy  (adjective) 

cra•zy  | / ‘krā-zē/  : not mentally sound : 

marked by thought or action that lacks reason : 

 

So says Messrs. Merriam and Mister Webster. 

My family thinks I’m the poster child for crazy. 

As proof, they present me, at the sound of an 

airplane overflying my home, leaping from my 

chair and racing outside to see the aerial 

intruder. I play a game with myself whose name 

loosely translates to, “I can name that airplane 

in three shakes of a lamb’s tail.” I’m not as good 

at the game as I once was but still manage to 

score in the 70th percentile. I love airplane 

noise! 

 

I’ve been asked many times if I’ve always loved 

flying. Generally, I reply with something to the 

effect ”forever and always.” What’s closer to 

the truth is, I hated it. I would get airsick every 

time I went flying.  I didn’t like turbulence, G’s 

or even the smell of an airplane.  To me 

anyway, airplane smell was a combination of 

fuel, oil, sweat, and Hai Karate after-shave. 

I’d poke my nose in an airplane and my mouth 

would sour almost immediately. My mother 

would hand me a stick of Juicy Fruit gum to 

help settle my stomach, but it never worked. 

The smell of Juicy Fruit turns my stomach to 

this day. 

 
 

My airsickness got to the point where the 

airplane didn’t even have to leave the ground. I 

clearly remember opening the door of our 172 

while it was still in the closed hangar and felt 

the urge to start “selling Buicks.” Don’t know 

what that means? In a low, guttural voice, say 

Buick real slow. You’ll know then. 

 

So how did I get over my penchant for 

airsickness?  

 

In 1965 my dad loaded the whole family (dad, 

mom, my brother, two sisters and me) into a 

1960 Cessna 210 and we flew to New Jersey; 

from Fair Oaks!  

 

 
1960 Cessna 210 

 

Our first stop was Salt Lake City and I’m quite 

sure I retched the entire leg. That’s when I 

learned when you run out of air-sick bags, you 

must improvise. I had to pull my shirt collar up 

over mouth and let loose into my shirt. It does a 

yeoman’s job of containing the mess but sadly 

not the smell. A word of advice. Make sure to 

tuck-in at least the front of your shirt. These 

days, it’s a fashion trend called a French Tuck.  

 

The shame I felt getting out of the airplane 

wearing that soggy shirt left an enduring 

Crazy 
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memory. A man at the FBO that offered 

assistance smiled at me and said, “Don’t be hard 

on yourself. It happens to the best of us.” You 

get airsick too? “I used to, but I got over it. You 

will too. Just tell yourself you’re riding the 

Matterhorn at Disneyland. ”  

 

It worked! That was the last time I ever felt sick 

in an airplane.  

 

Some of you may have caught the fact the trip 

was made in a 1960 Cessna 210; an aircraft with 

seating for only four people. Yep. That will be 

left for another story. 

 

John House 

EAA 1541 Board member 

 

 
 

 
 

EAA national invites all to join them on 

January 26-30, 2021, during the first EAA 

Homebuilders Week online event. Experts from 

every corner of the homebuilt aircraft 

community will bring their knowledge and 

information to builders everywhere through 

free and interactive webinars. Topics covered 

include workshops on sheet metal, welding, 

and wood; aircraft designs from a variety of 

industry leaders; part selection when building; 

buying secondhand; and more. 

 

This weeklong event coincides with the 68th 

anniversary of the first Experimental Aircraft 

Association meeting on January 26, 1953. 

Homebuilders Week will be a tremendous 

learning opportunity that celebrates our legacy 

of, as EAA founder Paul Poberezny often said, 

using hand and mind to create aircraft that 

allow us to enjoy the personal freedom of 

flight!  For more information, see www.eaa.org 

 
 

 
 

Bill and his wife Blanche went to the state fair 

every year, and every year Bill would say, 

"Blanche, I'd like to ride in that helicopter." 

 

Blanche always replied, "I know, Bill, but that 

helicopter ride is fifty bucks, and fifty bucks is 

fifty bucks!" 

 

One year Bill and Blanche went to the fair, and 

Bill said, "Blanche, I'm 75 years old. If I don't 

ride that helicopter, I might never get another 

chance."  To this, Blanche replied, "Bill that 

helicopter ride is fifty bucks, and fifty bucks is 

fifty bucks."  

 

The pilot overheard the couple and said, "Folks 

I'll make you a deal. I'll take the both of you for 

a ride. If you can stay quiet for the entire ride 

and don't say a word I won't charge you a 

penny!  But if you say one word it's fifty 

dollars. " 

 

Bill and Blanche agreed and up they went.  

 

The pilot did all kinds of fancy maneuvers, but 

not a word was heard. He did his daredevil 

tricks, but still not a word...  

 

When they landed, the pilot turned to Bill and 

said, "By golly , I did everything I could to get 

you to yell out, but you didn't. I'm impressed! " 

Bill replied, "Well, to tell you the truth I almost 

said something when Blanche fell out, but you 

know, Fifty bucks is fifty bucks!"

Just for Laughs 

EAA Homebuilder Week 
January 26-30, 2021 

https://www.eaa.org/eaa/aircraft-building/homebuilders-week

