
Calendar
Wednesday, August 17: Chapter 1541 

Membership Meeting, Hangar S-12, 
at Lincoln Airport. BBQ at 18:00; 
meeting starts at 1830. 

Wednesday. August 17: City of Lincoln 
Airport Committe Meeting, 10:00 at 
Lincoln City Hall.

Saturday, August 20: Lincoln Aircraft 
Display Day at KLHM, 08:00-12:00, 
displaying aircraft of historical 
significance.

Saturday, August 27: Nut Tree Pancake 
Breakfast at KVCB, 08:00-11:00, 
sponsored by Legends of Flight.

Saturday, September 3: Chapter 1541 
Pancake Breakfast and an Aviation 
Movie, KLHM Hangar S-12, 08:00-
10:00.

Wednesday. September 7: Chapter 1541 
Board of Directors meeting Pizza 
Roundup, 2270 Nicolaus Rd., 
Lincoln. Dinner at 18:00; meeting at 
18:30. All members are invited.

Wednesday, September 14 -Sunday, 
September 18: National 
Championship Air Races and Air 
Show, Reno, Nevada.
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Briefing Strip
The August general chapter membership •	

meeting will be on Wednesday, August 17th, 
at the chapter hangar, Hangar S-12, at KLHM. 
The featured program will be presented 
by Tony Kasabasich  and will provide 
information about AirVenture at Oshkosh...
not the show itself but the tricks and traps 
of going to and coming from this premier 
aviation event held each year at the end of 
July in Wisconsin. Dinner at 18:00; meeting 
starts at 18:30. Guests are welcomed and 
encouraged.

The City of Lincoln has formed a new •	
Airport Committee to provide input and 
guidance to the City Council on matters 
concerning	the	airport.	The	first	order	of	
business is the hangar/ground lease situation, 
of interest to many tenants. The discussion is 
currently underway and input is encouraged 
and welcomed. The schedule for committee 
meetings can be found at http://www.
lincolnca.gov/Airport, and the next meeting 
is scheduled for Wednesday, August 17th at 
10:00. Chapter member Richard Pearl is the 
current chair of the committee.

The date and location have been set for •	
the EAA Chapter 1541 Christmas Party: 
Cattleman’s Restaurant in Roseville on 
Wednesday, December 14. Mark your 
calendar and stand-by for details.

For the most up-to-date information, go to the website
http://eaa1541.org/
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Newsletter 
Contributions

Please help make this newsletter better by 
contributing stories and photos that might be of 
interest to other chapter members. Perhaps where 
you	flew,	what	you	are	building,	or	what	you	
know about something. A few short paragraphs 
and a photo or two of your project or travels 
would be a great contribution. I’ll take care of 
the rest. Please email me (Scott Thompson) at 
sthompson@aerovintage.com or call me at 916-
716-3442.

The Last Meeting...
The July General Membership 

meeting was held on Wednesday, July 20th 
at the chapter hangar at KLHM, and included 
some	fine	pizza	and	a	presentation	by	chapter	
member Kevin Finney about powered 
parachutes and how power parachute operations 
interact with other operations at the Lincoln 
Airport. 

The Next Meeting...
The August General Membership 

meeting will be held at the EAA Chapter 
Hangar (KLHM Hangar S-12) on Wednesday, 
August 17. Dinner will be available for a 
nominal cost at 18:00 with the meeting set to 
begin at 18:30. In the works is a presentation 
by Tony Kasabasich about the ins and outs of 
getting to and from the aviation event known 
best as Oshkosh. It’s not too early to be thinking 
about planning for AirVenture 2017 and this 
is a good place to start. Members and guests 
welcome...the more the merrier.

Chapter Information
Meetings: 

 Usually the third Wednesday of each month 
held at KLHM Hangar S-12. Details avail-
able at the website.

E-mail: 
 lincolneaa@hotmail.com

Website: 
 http://eaa1541.org/

Mailing address:
 EAA Chapter 1541, PO Box 1126, Lincoln,  
  CA 95648

Chapter Hangar:
 Hangar S-12, Lincoln Airport

Chapter Officers
 President:
          Ron Wright (ronpw@hotmail.com)
 Vice President:
          Tony Kasabasich (tonykasabasich@     
               yahoo.com)
 Secretary/Treasurer:
          Jim Hughes (jim.hughes1@att.net)

Chapter Board of Directors:
 Bruce Estes
 Tony Kasabasich
 Tom Lieb
 Bob Miller
 John Perry
 Richard Ryan
 Dug Smith

Webmaster:
 Dug Smith

Newsletter:
 Scott Thompson (916-716-3442)
 (sthompson@aerovintage.com)

Membership:
 Open to all. Chapter dues: $20 per year.



President’s Corner
by Ron Wright

Thanks to all of the EAA Gold 
members, we are now ready to conclude the 
purchase of the EAA hangar. There will, 
however, be a delay to conclude the deal from 
our anticipated date of the end of this month 
due to the City of Lincoln not completing their 
research into the status of some of the hangars.  
The chapter board of directors has decided 
to continue renting the hangar until all of 
the issues are cleared by the City of Lincoln. 
This delay, from my most recent information, 
should	not	last	beyond	the	first	quarter	of	
2017. Updates will be given at member 
meetings as they happen and/or through the 
monthly Runway 15 newsletter.

Now	that	we	have	acquired	a	hangar,	
it is time to look ahead and begin to take the 
next step in utilizing the hangar in the pursuit 
of our EAA goals. The Young Eagles program 
that we placed on stand-by last January might 
be re-started. However, simply giving a kid a 
one time ride has had little success historically 
in creating a long term interest in aviation. 
Many chapters have realized this as well as 
the EAA in general. In the last few years 
several Chapters across the nation, with the 
encouragement of EAA, have started a “Young 
Aviators” youth program that includes Young 
Eagles as just one element of the program.

The following is a paragraph from 
EAA Chapter 43 (Denver, Colorado) Young 
Aviators page describing what Young Aviators 
is: “We are a special group formed within 
EAA Chapter 43 for young folks ages 8-18 
whose interest and passion for aviation goes 
beyond	that	Young	Eagles	flight	and	wants	to	
get together with others their age to work on 
aviation related projects, volunteer at aviation 
related events, and in general ‘hang around’ 
the aviation community on a regular basis.”

Hats	off	to	Chapter	43	for	their	
creative pursuit of helping kids gain access to 
aviation knowledge and experience. It is worth 
a moment to go to Chapter 43’s website and 

see the B-25 replica simulator that they built, 
which was displayed at Oshkosh this year. I 
am	inspired	by	their	efforts	and	that	of	other	
chapters like Chapter 690 of Lawrenceville, 
Georgia, and Chapter 838 of Racine, Wisconsin. 
Now is a good time to begin the process of 
discovery into such a pursuit for Chapter 1541. 
This will be a big project and one that will 
take several months to organize. However, the 
talent that we have in our club is amazing and, 
given	time,	we	can	truly	make	a	difference	in	
helping open the doors of aviation to kids in our 
community. We have just begun to study what 
others have done, and look internally within our 
club for talent and resources to make a program 
like this possible. If you are interested contact 
me or Bruce Robinson, the point person looking 
into the feasibility of a “1541 Young Aviators” 
group.

I believe that there is nothing 
more rewarding than “opening the door of 
opportunity” for a kid that demonstrates a 
passion for aviation.

 
Ron Wright
President
Chapter 1541

Wants and Disposals
Wanted: • Need an aircraft tug for my 

Beechcraft Bonanza BE35, hangared at LHM, 
gas or electric. TR Bietsch, 925-389-7445, 
Bietschair@gmail.com

Wanted• : Things to list here that members 
want	to	find	or	want	to	get	rid	of.	Please	
advise of the item and contact information via 
email to sthompson@aerovintage.com. One 
email gets one entry for one month here.



I did a 180 degree turn away from what 
lay ahead. Until now, I’ve never had to do this in 
my	short	flying	career.	It	was	a	difficult	decision.	
We had a non refundable room waiting for us in 
Portage.

Turning away, I saw the airport Austin, 
Minnesota. What an unbelievable welcome sight. 
The FBO was incredibly welcoming and helpful. 
With the potential for hail, I put our RV-8 in the 
hangar.

We departed Friday morning from 
Austin to Oshkosh. Passing the Mississippi River 
the ceilings were lower than reported and I’m 
grateful that we had the Garmin 660 with terrain 
warning. Some of those antennas are really high. 

We joined the standard VFR arrival for 
Oshkosh,	overflying	the	town	of	Ripon,	following	
the railroad tracks to Fisk, and then got assigned 
RWY 36L at Oshkosh. 

Despite what my wife might tell you, 
I will never admit that I got emotional when we 
were taxiing to Home Built Parking. Our dream 
came true. 

A huge treat was meeting Paul Dye. 
Shortly after we arrived, he parked his beautiful 
RV-3 next to us. What a great guy. Gave us a 
great tip or two. I thanked him for his online post 
about	practicing	slow	flight.	It	truly	helped.	

When	you	land	for	the	first	time	in	
Oshkosh, you may experience a little blur in 
vision. Just keep blinking and it will clear 
eventually.

I owe a huge debt of gratitude to my 
friend Richard Bristow who helped me with the 
planning and lent his advise all along our route.

I’m looking forward to meeting more of 
you. Until then, live the dream.

Trip Report:
 Going to Oshkosh

Story and photo by Charlie and Karen Rogers

What a remarkable journey this has 
been. My wife Karen and I departed Auburn 
(because of the Lincoln runway closure) on 
Wednesday, July 20th. We made it to Oshkosh 
from Austin, Minnesota, on Friday before noon. 
What we encountered along our route was 
amazing and sometimes a little frightening.

The turbulence at 13,500 over Utah and 
Wyoming was jolting, to say the least. We made 
it to Torrington, Wyoming, and spent the night. 
The second day, from Torrington to Spencer, 
Iowa, was a challenge. On run up my plugs 
fouled and we had to spend some time clearing 
that. Couldn’t make power. A lesson learned 
in aggressive leaning at high density altitude 
airports even early on a hot morning. 

While fueling at Spencer, I carefully 
checked the weather en route to Portage, 
Wisconsin, our next stop. What I saw amazed 
and	terrified	me.	A	huge	thunderstorm	was	about	
to cross our path. This scenario was, until now, 
nothing but theory to me: I’m a relatively new 
low	time	VFR	sunshine	kind	of	flyer.	

Because of this thunderstorm, we sat 
for	about	five	hours	in	really	good	VFR	weather	
in Spencer. I must have checked the en route 
weather a hundred times while waiting.

Just when I saw that the big 
thunderstorm had passed and the route was 
clearing up, I noticed a second smaller slower 
moving thunderstorm moving east. It looked like 
it	would	stay	north	of	our	route	so	off	we	went.

I kept checking the ADS-B WX ahead 
and it showed no indications of any severe 
storms. That was because I wasn’t seeing 
the big picture due to lag time and lack of 
communication with ground stations for weather 
updates to my ADS-B weather. 

Our weather en route slowly deteriorated 
pushing us lower and lower. The turbulence was 
increasing and my wife saw a huge anvil shaped 
cloud up ahead through a break in the clouds and 
pointed it out.



Chapter member Bill Wootton flew his RV-6 
to Oshkosh partly to celebrate the 30th An-
niversary of the design, and it was parked 
with a bunch of other RV-6s in a featured 
area near the flight line. (Scott Thompson)

Chapter member Scott Thompson’s RV-8 
was displayed for the week in the Home-
built Parking area at Oshkosh.  (Scott 
Thompson)

This is not an actual B-25, but rather a big project 
completed by the Young Aviator group that is part 
of Mile High EAA Chapter 43 out of Denver, Colo-
rado. The group, consisting of youth between the 
ages of 8 and 18, built a full-scale mock-up of the 
forward third of a B-25 Mitchell complete with wir-
ing and controls. It was trailered to AirVenture and 
was a hit in the KidVenture section held near the 
Pioneer Airport on the EAA convention grounds. 
(Scott Thompson)

Chapter member Charlie and Karen Roger’s 
RV-8 was one of the early arrivals and  was 
parked in the Homebuilt Parking area for the 
duration of the show. (Charlie Rogers)



Member Spotlight
Story and Photo by Bruce Estes

This month’s member spotlight is 
on Ken Ledwith. Ken’s aviation passion and 
career started a long time ago. Ken purchased 
a wrecked 1948 Luscombe in 1962, with his 
uncle (a former WWII pilot), and restored the 
Luscombe over a two year period. During this 
time, Ken decided he should get his pilot’s 
license,	started	flying	out	of	San	Carlos,	and	
soloed a Tri Pacer. Ken joined the Navy when 
he was 20, and was in active duty for four 
years.	In	the	Navy,	Ken	flew	T-34’s,	SNJ’s,	

C-45’s, and C-121 Constellations. After Ken’s 
active duty stint, he entered the Navy Reserves 
and	then	flew	a	“bunch	of	helicopters.”	He	also	
attended San Jose State University, getting his 
bachelor’s degree while majoring in aeronautics 
and business.

Then, Ken went to work with United 
Airlines,	flying	everything	from	the	DC-6	to	
the Boeing 747-400, from radial engines up 

through modern jets. Amazing. Ken was with 
United Airlines for more than 32 years, and 
flew	mostly	to	Asia	and	sometimes	to	Europe	
towards the end of his career. Ken has now 
been retired from United for 20 years.

Ken	has	flown	a	bunch	of	airplanes	but	
when asked what airplane was the most fun to 
fly,	Ken	answers	very	quickly:	“the	727,	steam	
gauges, very responsive to the controls, just a 
lot	of	fun	to	fly.”

Ken still owns the Luscombe, and 
also owns a Busby Mustang II that he built 
after his retirement from United. He keeps both 
airplanes in ONE hangar at Lincoln. Ken got 

his A&P rating a long time 
ago and  currently uses 
the rating, working part 
time for NorCal Flight 
Center. If you have a 
mechanical	question	
regarding  airplanes, Ken 
has the answer.  

Ken has 
every reason to be 
proud of his aviation 
accomplishments, but 
now has another. Ken’s 
son, Kevin, recently 
graduated from the 
University of North 
Dakota, obtaining degrees 
in business administration 
and commercial aviation. 
Kevin has done the 
normal commercial 
pilot progression, 
getting his Private, 
IFR, Commercial, CFI, 
and	built	hours	flying	

everything he could, including Ken’s Luscombe 
and Mustang. Kevin prefers the Mustang 
because of the airplane’s speed. Kevin just took 
a	job	offer	with	Skywest,	which	is	a	feeder	
airline for United, Delta, and Alaska Airlines. 
Because Kevin is only 22, his ATP rating is 
“Restricted,” but it will become a unrestricted 
ATP rating when he turns 23. Way to go Kevin, 
and congratulations to Ken, the proud papa.



City of Lincoln
Airport Committee

by Richard Pearl
Chair, Lincoln Airport Committee

The city of Lincoln recently expanded 
its	Airport	Committee	to	include	five	members	
of the public, in addition to the two city council 
members and city management representatives. 
The expansion is in recognition that additional 
backgrounds and perspectives are necessary 
to	help	improve	the	financial	and	structural	
condition of the airport. 

Public members include: Richard 
Pearl	(elected	Chair	for	fiscal	2016/07),	Byron	
Maynard	(elected	vice	Chair	for	fiscal	2016.07),	
Bob	Butera,	Jeff	Hanner,	and	Brian	Leibundgth.

The Committee is developing a list of 
priorities for study, analysis, and developing 
recommendations.	The	first	critical	issue	is	
resolution of various airport hangar and ground 
leases that are up for renewal/cancellation/ 

modification,	with	the	Nunno	hangar	lease	expiring	
December 15, 2016, being the most pressing. There 
are several options available to the City. These 
options are presented in the minutes of meetings 
held in June and August, and are available for 
public review via the city’s (Airport) website. 
To access the Airport page, simply go to www.
LincolnCA.gov/Airport; the navigation bar on 
the left hand side of the Airport page will lead 
all the latest activity regarding the City’s Airport 
Committee: a) meeting dates, times and locations; 
b) meeting notes and minutes and c) current policy 
discussion on hangar reversions.    

Please consider attending these meetings, 
which are open to the public. The Committee 
meetings are currently on the third Wednesday of 
each	month	at	10	a.m.	at	the	first	floor	meeting	
room at Lincoln City Hall, 600 6th Street, Lincoln, 
CA 95648. Special meetings of the Committee will 
be posted on the city’s website. You can be easily 
notified	of	their	timing,	location,	and	topics	to	be	
covered by signing up for the city’s e-newsletter 
(see the city website) and periodically reviewing 
the listings. 



One of My Favorite Photos...

Seeing the Commemorative Air Force’s B-29 “Fifi” at Oshkosh this past month made me think of this 
photo I took in October 1976 at the big CAF Airsho then held at Harlingen, Texas. Two friends and I flew a 
Cardinal RG from Orange County Airport (KSNA) in Southern California to Harlingen to attend the show. 
It proved to be a long journey in itself when, after flying half the night and landing at El Paso for fuel, 
we realized we were only halfway there. But, we found some good places from which to watch the show, 
including parked out by one of the ends of a runway. I captured this view of ‘Fifi’ touching down with a bit 
of a crosswind, and always thought it to be a cool picture. “Fifi” had only been flying with the CAF for a 
few years when this was taken. Full flaps and a one-wheel touchdown make it interesting, and the Mustang 
holding short in the background adds a nice touch. A perfectionist would note that the tail of the B-29 did 
not make it into the photo, but it was a lucky shot anyway and the photographer wasn’t, evidently, all that 
good. (Scott Thompson)

If you have a photo and a story that you want to share in this space, 
please send me a usable photo file (at least 1200 pixels wide at 72 dpi 
or larger, the bigger the better) and the story behind the photo. I’ll try 
and use it when I can. I have another 5,000 photos, so other people 

better send some stuff in. Send stuff to sthompson@aerovintage.com.


