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Calendar
Wednesday, September 19 : Chapter 1541 

Member Meeting, EAA Hangar, 6 pm to 
8:30 pm. Details inside.

Saturday, September 22: Hangar work day from 8 
am to 1 pm. We have a list of projects to 
complete.

Wednesday, October 3: Chapter board of directors 
meeting at House of Pizza, 6:00 pm- 
8:30 pm.

Saturday, October 6: Chapter 1541 Young Eagle 
Rally to be held at KLHM from 9 am to 
1 pm. More details inside. 

Saturday, October 13: BBQ Lunch and a Program. 
Lunch begins at 11:00 am, program 
at 12:00 pm: “Flying the Boeing 747 
Global Super Tanker.”

Wednesday, October 17 : Chapter 1541 Member 
Meeting, EAA Hangar, 6 pm to 8:30 pm. 

Saturday, October 20: EAA Chapter 1541 
Pancake Breakfast and the Lincoln 
Airport Aircraft Display Day; 

Wednesday, December 12: Holiday Party at 
Cattlemens in Roseville. Yeah, it’s 
early but don’t say we didn’t give early 
notice.

In addition to the events listed above, there are 
pancake breakfasts, fly-ins and other aviation activities 
scheduled for almost every weekend throughout the 
area. Check the chapter website calendar for the most 
current information: http://eaa1541.org/events/
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Briefing Strip
You might notice that our chapter logo, seen • 

above, has been updated. More about this inside.

Our monthly member meeting will be held on • 
Wednesday evening, September 19, at the hangar. 
BBQ dinner will be available at 6:00 pm with a 
brief business meeting at 6:30. Program this month 
is by USAF Lt. Col. Chris Reeder on the Global 
Hawk mission conducted from Beale AFB. More 
inside.

Hangar improvements continue: notice the new • 
white board in the hangar. Soon, hangar door 
insulation and our audio-visual screen permanently 
mounted up and out of the way. Come out and give 
a hand at our next hangar work day on Saturday, 
Septmeber 22.

Our chapter has our next Young Eagle Rally • 
scheduled for Saturday, October 6. It’s coming up 
soon; more information inside.

Our chapter is preparing to sponsor two attendees • 
to the 2019 EAA Air Academy held at Oshkosh 
in July 2019. Look for more details in the near 
future.

Plan ahead: for our October member meeting • 
to be held on Wednesday, October 17, we have 
invited Jennifer Hanson, the city of Lincoln Public 
Services Director (and effective airport manager) 
to come visit. Bring your questions, comments, and 
other airport friends out for some updated airport 
information.

For the most up-to-date information, go to the chapter website

http://eaa1541.org
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http://eaa1541.org/events/
http://eaa1541.org
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Newsletter 
Contributions

Please help by contributing stories and 
photos that might be of interest to other chapter 
members. Perhaps where you flew, what you are 
building, or what you know about something. A 
few short paragraphs and a photo or two of your 
project or travels would be a great contribution. 
I’ll take care of the rest. Please email me (Scott 
Thompson) at sthompson@aerovintage.com or 
call me at 916-716-3442.

Chapter Information
Meetings: 

 Usually the third Wednesday of each month 
held at KLHM Hangar S-12. Details avail-
able at the website.

E-mail: 
 lincolneaa@hotmail.com

Website: 
 http://eaa1541.org

Mailing address:
 EAA Chapter 1541, PO Box 1126, Lincoln,  
  CA 95648

Chapter Hangar:
 Hangar S-12, Lincoln Airport

Chapter Officers
 President:
          Scott Thompson 
 Vice President:
          Tom Lieb
 Secretary/Treasurer:
          Jim Hughes

Chapter Board of Directors:
 Cheryl Andrade
 Darren Coomier
 John House
 Bruce Robinson
 Randy Sharp
 Erika Wallin
 Ruben Wallin
 Bill Wootton

Webmaster:
 Dug Smith

Newsletter:
 Scott Thompson (916-716-3442)
 (sthompson@aerovintage.com)

Membership:
 Open to all. Chapter dues: $20 per year for 
individuals; $30 for families; $300 for gold 
membership.

Help Still Wanted 
Bannermaster

So, the chapter has some new informa-
tional banners that we place about the airport to 
announce our delicious pancake breakfasts, our 
scrumptious BBQ lunches, and our enviable 
dinner member meetings. These banners need 
to go up a few days before the events and come 
down after the event is over. If you have always 
wanted to carry a bunch of banners around in 
the trunk of your car and help promote our 
Chapter’s events, this job is for you. It is ideal 
for someone who hangs around the airport a lot, 
but it turns out that is pretty much all the peo-
ple in the Chapter. But if you hang around the 
airport during weekdays and have some trunk 
space available, and if it sounds like something 
you might want to do, then please drop me an 
email: sthompson@aerovintage.com.

http://eaa1541.org


3

President’s Corner
by Scott Thompson

Chapter President

Summer is drawing to a close and as we 
prepare to move into this next season it is worth 
a few minutes to look back on the past few 
months.

We started our summer season in a terrible 
way with the tragic loss of Richard and Sue 
Bristow back on Memorial Day weekend. Now, 
almost four months later, their loss remains as 
a heavy backdrop to our aviation activities. No 
official word has come forth from the accident 
investigation yet, but most pilots I have talked 
with have taken some important reminders away 
from the known details. 

After that sad beginning, our chapter 
enjoyed a steady stream of activities, BBQ lunches, 
pancake breakfasts, and various flying activities. I 
did sense that some of the momentum established 
in the spring slowed during the summer, I guess 
not surprising given how the summer started and 
the nature of the season. 

As summer turns to fall, though, I hope we 
can move toward some of the goals we have set. 
Among these: get the hangar upgrades completed, 
firmly establish our scholarship/sponsorship 
program, and do a bit of strategic planning for the 
future. 

I encourage all the chapter members to 
consider why we exist as a chapter and what part 
you have in that. Our volunteer pool is smaller 
than you might think and as a chapter we are 
going to have to broaden that out a bit to enable us 
to continue to grow. 

So, as you hear about opportunities to 
participate, whether it be for just an hour here or 
there, or coming on to as part of a group taking 
on a larger project, please consider joining in. It’s 
not much work, it’s around aviation, and it is with 
some nice folks with a similar vision. 

Rare two-seat TP-40N, s/n 44-47923, as owned by movie pilot Paul Mantz and based at Orange County 
Airport in 1960. This was back in the days before there were such things as “warbirds.”  (Scott Thompson 
Collection)
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The member’s spotlight this month is 
our very own Bruce Estes.

Bruce’s father flew with the 8th Air Force 
in World War II, but when he came back from 
Europe, he never flew again. He was, however, 
very involved with the local model 
aircraft scene, and that’s how Bruce 
got involved with flying. They’d 
build and fly model aircraft together.

Bruce grew up in Redwood 
City, seeing the Bay Area traffic 
and the NASA aircraft from Moffet 
Field, but his grandmother lived near 
Hamilton Field, so he’d also see the 
Air Force aircraft there. He’d always 
wanted to fly, but didn’t find the time 
until 2000, when he took a discovery 
flight. In the next few years he got 
his private pilot’s license and then an 
instrument rating. A few years later, 
he earned his commercial pilot’s 
license, though he has never intended 
to fly commercially.

His first aircraft was the Cessna 
Cardinal that he bought in 2002. Then, 
in 2010, after around 750 hours of 
work he finished building the Kitfox 
he’d bought as a partially built air-
craft.  He sold the Kitfox in 2015 to 
buy his current RV-6, as he wanted to 
go faster and fly a tail dragger. Bruce 
currently flies about 100 hours a year 
and has over 1500 hours total time. 
He’ll be adding hours with a trip to 
Las Vegas later this year.

Bruce is planning to do some extreme 
attitude recovery, as he’s been flying gentleman 
aerobatics (loops, rolls, Cuban 8s) in the RV-6. 
He’s interested in what he calls easy positive G 
maneuvers after winning awards for aerobatic 
flying with the model aircraft.

He stopped flying the model aircraft 
when he moved to Granite Bay from the Bay 
Area as he’s flying more, but he’s still inter-
ested in the scene, flying out to Castle Airport 
Giant Scale fly-in this past summer (and writ-
ing it up for the newsletter).

Bruce is retired, but he’s still very busy 
- his property management means he flies to 
the Bay Area regularly - and he writes many 
articles for the EAA newsletter.  He’s been on 

the Board for the last 4 years, but stepped back 
this year to allow new blood to get involved, 
We thank him for his past service but we value 
his for his present service, too. Bruce can be 
counted on to help out where needed and he is 
always there to lend a hand. And, hopefully the 
newsletter articles will keep coming!

Member Spotlight

by Dug Smith
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Chapter Logo Update
We had some technical issues with the 

chapter logo that have now been corrected. 
Along the way, we also updatd the logo to 
what you see on the right.

The work was completed with the help of 
chapter member Clark Osterhout and graphic 
artist (and City of Lincoln City Councilman) 
Paul Joiner. Clark coordinated the work with 
Paul, and the update was completed very 
quickly to exactly what was required. The 
obvious changes are the blue tint added to the 
outer ring; less obvious are some clean-up 
items and correcting the EAA logo to the EAA 
required format.

Our immediate plans for the updated 
logo are to use it on a sign to be posted at the 
airport entrance announcing the presence of 
our chapter. It will also be incorporated in a 
new design of chapter t-shirts and caps. Thus, 
we are very grateful for Paul donating his talent 
to our chapter. 

The original logo was developed in a 
design contest when the chapter was established 
in 2012.

Graphic artist and Lincoln city councilman Paul 
Joiner updated our chapter logo and we now 
have an attractive and usable graphics file we 
can apply to several chapter projects. Thanks 
much to Paul for his quick and precise work.

Chapter 
Board of Director 

Changes
We had two changes to our chapter’s 

board of directors that occurred early in 
September. 

Cherish Bruce, who has been on the board 
since January 2018, was forced to resign due 
to her busy schedule and other time commit-
ments. Cherish has been a great help at chap-
ter events prior to her coming on the board, 
and has contributed greatly during her time on 
the board. Her talent and enthusiasm will be 
missed, but we also hope she can continue to 
get to chapter events as her time allows. 

At the September Board of Director’s 
meeting, the board voted to add Darren 
Coomier as a board member to served on the 
2018 and 2019 board. Darren is a relatively 
new chapter member and is working toward 
his private pilot certificate, but his knowledge 
and enthusiasm has already been very help-
ful on several chapter projects, particularly 
with respect to our hangar upgrades. Welcome 
Darren.
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Jimmy Doolittle - 
Scholar, Aviator, Daredevil, 
Military Leader, American

By Marty Maisel

Part 4

World War II
On September 1, 1939 Nazi troops marched 

into Poland. Two days later Great Britain and 
France declared war on Germany. In the follow-
ing months Germany’s blitzkrieg swept across 
the Netherlands, Belgium and France. America 
became keenly aware of the threat to democracy 
in Europe but, except for providing supplies to 
our allies, maintained a neutral posture.  

As America began to build its war material 
production capabilities, Jimmy Doolittle was 
asked if he would return to active duty to oversee 
aircraft engine production at the Allison plant in 
Indianapolis, Indiana as a representative of the 
Army Air Corps. Doolittle accepted the request 
and received an indefinite leave of absence from 
Shell at the end of June 1940.

Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, Hawaii on 
December 7, 1941 and President Roosevelt 
declared war on Japan the following day. 
America became fully immersed in WWII five 
days later when Germany, an Axis partner of 
Japan, declared war on the United States.  

America was shocked and depressed by 
the loss of personnel and Naval assets in the sur-
prise attack. Jimmy Doolittle would soon learn 
how our military would respond.

General Hap Arnold, Chief of Staff of 
Army Air Forces, called Doolittle into his office 
and asked him “what airplane do we have that can 
take off in 500 feet, carry a 2,000-pound bomb, 
and fly 2,000 miles with a full crew?”  Also, “the 
plane must be able to take off in a narrow space 
not over 75 feet wide.” After taking some time 
to study the problem, Doolittle concluded that 
there is only one plane that can do it – the North 
American B-25 medium bomber.

Doolittle later discovered that General 
Arnold, under orders from President Roosevelt, 
was seeking a means of striking back at the 
Japanese home islands at the earliest possible 
moment. In a plan conceived by Navy Captain 
Frances Low (a submariner), a Navy aircraft car-
rier would launch the bombers within striking 
distance of Japan.  Low presented his scheme to 
Admiral Ernest King, Chief of Naval Operations 
who enthusiastically shared the plan with a 
receptive General Arnold.

Arnold and King established the division 
of responsibilities for the mission. The Navy 
would dedicate the U.S.S. Hornet, its new air-
craft carrier and provide Navy personnel to 
assist in training the Army pilots in carrier take 
off techniques. The Army would assign a task 
leader who would select an appropriate aircraft, 
determine and perform necessary modifications, 
select and train crews, and maintain Top Secret 
security.

Hap Arnold briefed Doolittle on the mis-
sion and told him “it’s your baby.”

North American B-25 Mitchell bomber. (Image is 
in the public domain)

The U.S. Navy aircraft carrier USS Hornet (CV-8) 
underway in Hampton Roads, Virginia on 27 
October 1941. (Image is in the public domain)
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The Raid on Japan

Lieutenant Colonel Jimmy Doolittle was 
charged with preparing all aspects of the Army’s 
part in the planned raid on Japan. (Doolittle was 
promoted to Lieutenant Colonel on January 2, 
1942, just days after the attack on Pearl Harbor.) 
Doolittle requested 24 B-25 aircraft with the hope 
that 18 would be in top shape for the mission.   

One of the first major modifications to the 
aircraft was the installation of additional fuel 
tanks and rubber fuel bladders to extend the 
range of the B-25s. The auxiliary tanks increased 
the capacity to over two and one-half times the 
normal fuel load. Since it would not be possible 
for the aircraft to return and land on the car-
rier, the plan called for the bombers to fly on to 
China where the aircraft would be turned over to 
friendly forces fighting the Japanese.

Other modifications included removing the 
lower remote control gun turret to save weight, 
installing new bomb shackles, removing the 
guns in the tail and installing two broomsticks 
to simulate the removed guns, and discarding 
the Norden bombsite which was replaced with a 
simple sighting device.

In late January 1942 Captain Mark 
Mitscher, skipper of the Hornet, was ordered to 
have B-25 bombers hoisted aboard for take off 
trials. (In preparation for these trials, the crews 
of the B-25s had practiced short-field take offs on 
a simulated carrier deck near Norfolk, Virginia.) 
At that time Mitscher was not told the reason for 
the tests. On the afternoon of February 1, with 
the Hornet sailing out of sight of land, two lightly 
loaded B-25s took off and safely and returned to 
the base at Norfolk.

Doolittle’s next task was to select and train 
crews for the mission. After inquiring about 
units with operational experience in the B-25, 
he put out a call for volunteers for an extremely 
hazardous top-secret mission. He soon had a full 
complement of personnel and short-field take 
off training commenced at Elgin Field, Florida.  
Before long the modified B-25s were able to take 
off within 350 feet in a 40-knot wind at a gross 
weight of 31,000 pounds – 2,000 pounds above 
the aircraft’s designed maximum load. Doolittle 
joined the other pilots in the take off training in 

hope of qualifying as a pilot on the raid – his task 
at the time was only to prepare for the mission 
and he suspected his superiors were not consid-
ering him to actually participate in the event.

In mid-March Doolittle visited General 
Arnold in Washington to report on the prog-
ress his group was making. While there he ask 
for authorization to lead the mission.  Arnold 
refused saying he needed Doolittle on his staff 
and that Doolittle couldn’t be sent on every mis-
sion he might help plan. Doolittle persisted, got 
Arnold’s Chief of Staff to approve and Arnold 
relented.

At the end of March 1942, twenty-two 
modified B-25s (two were damaged in take 
off training) were flown to the Sacramento Air 
Depot, McClellan Army Air Field. Final take 
off practice was conducted at Glenn County 
Airport, Willows, California. When preparations 
were complete, the aircraft were flown to the 
Naval Air Station at Alameda, California where 
the U.S.S. Hornet was docked. Sixteen B-25 
Mitchell bombers were loaded on the deck of 
the Hornet and it sailed under the Golden Gate 
Bridge on April 2, 1942. 

With its deck covered with B-25s and its 
fighter and scout aircraft stowed in the hangar 
deck, the Hornet could not provide an air defense 
for itself and the other ships of Task Force 18. 
North of the Hawaiian Islands the USS Enterprise 
and its Task Force (16) under the command of 
Admiral William “Bull” Halsey joined up with 
Task Force 18 for protection in the event they 
encountered a Japanese air attack.

B-25s on the flight deck of USS Hornet. (Image is 
in the public domain)
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Member Meeting
Wednesday, September 19 at 6 pm.

Come out for our chapter’s regular monthly member meeting at the EAA hangar on Wednesday 
night, September 19. We will offer a BBQ dinner beginning at 6 pm so you don’t have to cook that 
night. Meeting will start at about 6:30 pm or so with some short business items to  cover.

At about 7:00 pm, we will have a presentation by Lt Col Chris Reeder on the Global Hawk mis-
sion. (This program was originally scheduled for July, but was postponed due to weather.) Col. Reeder 
is an instructor and evaluator, former tanker pilot and fighter pilot. He 
is the Director of Operations for the 13th Reconnaissance Squadron at 
Beale AFB which operates the RQ-4 Global Hawk Remotely Piloted 
Aircraft (RPA). Col Reeder is an Air Force Academy graduate (class 
of 1997) and has flown KC-135s, KC-10s, F-15s, and A-10s in   his 
Air Force career. His broad background and detailed knowledge of 
the RQ-4 program at Beale will, no doubt, provide an interesting 
evening for our chapter. We also understand he flies a Pitts Special 
for fun, so that experience will be a little icing on the cake.


