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For the most up-to-date information, go to the 

chapter website:  http://eaa1541.org/ 

  Date Topic 

Note 

On Thursday, March 12, 2020 the 

chapter Board voted to suspend 

face to face meetings in 

compliance with public health 

directions from the state of 

California, to limit spread of the 

COVID-19 virus.  We are 

continuing our IMC club and 

monthly chapter meetings online.  

Join us! 

March 17, 

2021 

7 p.m. 

Hangar 

Chat at 6:40 

March chapter meeting.  Program 

by chapter member John Tate on 

RV-6A…From Parts to Paint. 

April 7, 

2021 

7 – 8 pm 

Online IMC Club meeting with 

FAA Wings credit.   

Online registration link will be 

distributed to chapter members by 

email.  All are invited to 

participate. 

EAA CHAPTER 1541 INFORMATION 

Meetings Usually the third Wednesday 
of each month held at KLHM 
Hangar S-12.  Details 
available on the website 

E-mail eaa1541@gmail.com 

Website http://eaa1541.org  

Mailing Address EAA chapter 1541, PO Box 
1126, Lincoln, CA 95648 

Chapter Hangar Hangar S-12, Lincoln Airport 

President  Darren Coomler 

Vice President Dan Masys 

Secretary/Treasurer Jim Hughes 

Chapter Board of 
Directors 

Cheryl Andrade 
John House 
Mike Lagomarsino 
Ray McNaught 
Bruce Robinson 
Scott Thompson 
Scott Whelan 

Webmaster Dug Smith 
dug@dugbert.com  

Newsletter and 
Tech Counselor 

Dan Masys 
dmasys2@gmail.com  

Membership Chapter dues: $20 per year 
for individuals; $30 for 
families; $300 for gold 
membership 
 

 

 

On the Horizon: Calendar of Events 
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Welcome Chapter 1541 Members and Friends,  

 

What a difference a month makes.  Last month 

as I was writing this message the country was 

concentrating on the number of vaccines being 

distributed, now it seems the message is when 

businesses, schools and events will open. This 

is great news for our chapters future face to 

face meetings and events. As many of you 

know EAA AirVenture will be happening this 

year, and EAA national is encouraging chapters 

to start planning for normal meetings. As soon 

as the state and local restrictions are relaxed we 

will be ready to go.  

 

Other news the chapter received recently was 

that we were awarded for the third year the 

opportunity to award the Ray Aviation 

Scholarship. The Ray Aviation Scholarship is a 

$10,000 scholarship grant to be applied to the 

recipient’s flight training. A special thanks to 

Shirl Whelan, Shirl has solely managed the 

grant request and disbursement of these 

scholarships for the past three years. Shirl’s 

efforts exemplify the mission of EAA and has 

and will change a young person’s life and 

possibilities. Thank you, Shirl, for your 

contributions to EAA’s Mission:  To grow 

participation in aviation by promoting the 

“Spirit of Aviation.” 

  

Another event that happened since last month 

was the engine failure of the United Flight 328. 

Being new to aviation the analysis and 

coverage of this event has been fascinating. I 

recently listened to a Pod Cast called Aviation 

News Talk related to Flight 328, this podcast is 

hosted by Max Trescott. These podcasts are full 

of news and topics covering all of aviation, and 

the guests he interviews are the best in their 

field of interest. In podcast #179 Max reviews 

eight lessons pilots can learn from the flight 

328 engine failure.  

 

The item he started with is a term “Wind the 

Clock”, I had never heard this term before but 

after hearing what is meant by this, I find it to 

be a viable tool as a pilot in a possible 

emergency situation. Basically, the term means 

when in flight something happens unexpectedly 

you need to stop and wind the clock before 

reacting. Winding an imaginary clock takes a 

moment for your brain and adrenaline to catch 

up with the situation and to assess if it is an 

actual emergency and how to proceed. 

Apparently, there have been a few crashes that 

have occurred not from the initial event but 

from a pilot’s immediate response and 

worsening the situation. For example, shutting 

of the fuel to the remaining running engine 

before confirming what engine was out.  

 

I encourage all of you to spend an hour 

listening to Max’s podcast (Aviation News 

Talk #179) , I’ve also attached a link to an IFR 

Magazine article “ Just Do Nothing”.  This 

explains the Wind the Clock term and how to 

apply it. https://www.ifr-

magazine.com/technique/just-do-nothing/ 

  

 

President’s Corner 

https://www.ifr-magazine.com/technique/just-do-nothing/
https://www.ifr-magazine.com/technique/just-do-nothing/
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We’ll let keep our fingers crossed that by this 

time next month we will be discussing our face 

to face meeting dates.  

  

Be well, and thank you. 

 

Sincerely,  

Darren 

 

 
 

Chapter member John Tate will present his 

‘over 20 years in the making’ saga of being the 

fourth owner of an RV-6A project, and the one 

who finally turned it into a flying airplane.  The 

-6A is now getting paint, which has been yet 

another character building adventure for John.  

Don’t miss his ‘lessons learned’ presentation at 

this month’s meeting. 

 

 
Builder-pilot Tate with first flight RV grin, January 2020 
 

At this month’s meeting we will also be 

starting a “Hangar Chat” session 20 minutes 

before the meeting program begins.  Beginning 

at 6:40 pm you can join in and talk or use the 

Zoom chat link to catch up with other chapter 

members you see there.  The meeting will 

officially begin at 7 pm. 

 

You can join the member meeting on March 

17
th

 at by clicking here any time after 6:40 pm.  

An all hands e-mail message will go out the 

morning of the meeting with the Zoom meeting 

link. 

 

 
 

YOUNG EAGLE/EVENT NEWS 

                                     

 
     Everyone is Irish on St. Patrick’s Day!! 

 

Due to the current pandemic, there will not be 

any activities scheduled at this time until it is 

safe to do so. As a Chapter, we are also 

discouraging any one-on-one Young Eagle 

flights; however, on the bright side, we are 

looking forward to scheduling a Young Eagle 

event, possibility in September. 

 

 WHAT KEEPS THIS YOUNG EAGLE,    

ANTHONY MORENO, OUT OF TROUBLE? 

 

(Summarized by his Mom, Christina, his 

favorite fan!)    

 

Although the 2021 EAA Air Academy summer 

camp was canceled, Anthony is continuing to 

stay engaged however and wherever he can.  

He's enjoying the virtual monthly EAA chapter 

& IMC meetings and is looking forward to 

meeting the new faces in person when the time 

is right. 

 

He's also still finding ways to be around his 

passion.  He works at Norcal once a week, or as 

needed, washing airplanes and doing whatever 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 

CC BY-NC-ND 

Cheryl’s “She-Said” Tid-Bits 

March Member Meeting:  
RV-6A. . . From Parts to Paint 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86327682027
http://stjohnsmom.blogspot.com/2013_03_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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else they can utilize him for.  We also have a 

friend who he helps out once in a while, 

whether it's bleeding brakes on a T-6 or 

removing panels for an inspection. No job is 

too small or too dirty if it means he's  

around airplanes and learning.   

 

Of course, his most rewarding time is when 

Anthony’s been able to meet with Dan Masys, 

learn from him and work on the Sim2 project, 

which he absolutely loves seeing come to life.   

 

At home, when not working on homework, or 

doing flight simulation (or household chores), 

Anthony works on his modeling projects.  He's 

currently heads down on an SH-3H Sea King 

anti-submarine warfare helicopter which will 

be a surprise gift for our Navy vet neighbor.  It 

will have the same color scheme such  

that it will look just like the one this gentleman 

flew during his career.  Anthony and I are very 

thankful for all the help and support from 

Chapter 1541, and especially to Dan Masys. 

  

Note from Cheryl:  

Anthony is one of our chapter scholarship 

winners for the EAA Air Academy Oshkosh 

summer camp, which unfortunately has been 

canceled for the second time due to COVID-

19.  Anthony was 13 when he originally was 

awarded this scholarship and turns 14 this 

April.   

 

NEW MEMBERS - Please welcome the 

following new members for February, 2021: 

 

Dan Flom, Dave Merwin and Ed Soo 

 

                      TIP OF THE DAY  

 

“Blow on the wine in your coffee mug to 

convince the rest of the Zoom meeting that it is 

tea!”   

 

Stay safe, and fly safer! 

Cheryl Andrade 

Young Eagle Coordinator 
                                   

 
 

All chapter members are invited and 

encouraged to take a few minutes and send us a 

photo and description of whatever project you 

are working on now or have recently 

completed.  Send your text and photo(s) to 

eaa1541@gmail.com. Fun and education for 

everyone!   

 

From Bruce Estes: 

 

Hi All.  I am updating the instrument panel in 

my Cardinal. I want to eliminate the vacuum 

pump and vacuum system, get better engine 

information, and get accurate digital fuel levels 

for both tanks.  

 
Current panel 

This is the plan: 

 

1.  From the co-pilot's side, remove the JPI 450 

fuel flow  instrument and the JPI 700 engine 

analyzer.  

2.  From the pilot's side, remove the 2 vacuum 

gauges (heading indicator and attitude 

indicator).  Remove all of the existing engine 

instruments (left and right fuel level, manifold 

pressure, Horizon electronic tach., oil pressure 

and temp., amp meter, fuel pressure, suction 

gauge,  Precise Flight standby vacuum system, 

cylinder head temp. 

3.  Remove the non LED wing tip strobes and 

nav lights and the rudder beacon and position 

light.   Replace all with LED. 

Project Corner 

mailto:eaa1541@gmail.com
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4.  Remove the stock fuel level senders from 

the wing.  Replace with CIES senders which 

will send a digital signal to the EDM 900 

5.  .Remove the vacuum pump from the engine 

and cap off, and remove the balance of the 

vacuum system. 

6. Install a JPI EDM 900 engine analyzer on 

the pilot's side.   This instrument will give me 

digital read outs of the engine systems, along 

with digital fuel levels. 

7.  Install a Garmin G5 HSI and Garmin G5 

attitude indicator in place of the (2) removed 

vacuum gauges. 

8.  Replace the plastic panel overlays with 

powder coated aluminum. 

 

Progress so far: 

1.  Ordered everything.  I should receive the 

Garmin G-5's the first week of March, but the 

JPI EDM 900 engine monitor won't ship till the 

end of March. 

2.  The aluminum panel overlay for the co-pilot 

side is cut to shape and ready for the powder 

coater. 

 
Ready for powder coating 

 

3.  All LED lights are installed. 

4.  All additional circuit breakers that are 

required for the EDM, fuel senders, and 

Garmin G-5's are installed.  Some  new wiring 

has been installed. 

 

As the Cardinal sits right now, I can fly it.  I am 

reluctant to tear into the pilot side of the panel 

until I receive everything required.  I want  to 

minimize the down time of the Cardinal. 

  

 
Pilot's side without the grey plastic overlay 

 

I can't fabricate the pilot's side overlay until I 

remove all of the existing instruments, which I 

won't do until I receive everything that I've 

ordered.  I have  been able to complete small 

parts of the project. 

 

I plan  to do most if not all of the mechanical 

work, and have an avionics person do the 

wiring of the G-5's, and interface them with my 

S-Tec 30 autopilot and my Garmin GTN 650 

navigator.   Because my Cardinal is not an 

experimental, all work is being supervised by 

an I.A.  

 

Bruce Estes 

 

 

From Alex Russell: 

 

My friend Shadie informed me he was bored 

and needed something to do during the COVID 

lockdown.  So we decided to do an upgrade on 

my RV-7 lighting package.  My plane had the 

stock Van’s wingtip landing lights with LED 

MR-12 bulbs paired with Aveo Powerburst 

LED nav/pos/strobes.  The lighting from this 

package was a bit underwhelming.  The landing 

and taxi lights didn’t give me much confidence, 

and the nav lights got washed out by all the 

refracted light in the wingtips.  We decided to 
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try the Flyleds “the works” lighting package for 

the RV7.  Everything you need in one 

integrated package.  The kit consists of profile 

cut PCBs onto which you solder all of the 

supplied LEDs, resistors, heat sinks, and 

connectors.   

 

 
 

The instructions were easy to follow, complete, 

and integrated seamlessly with my Advanced 

FlightSystems control module. The control 

board allows you to toggle several switches to 

set the strobe pattern, duration, and frequency.  

It even allows you to operate the strobes as 

floodlights for extra taxi visibility.  

 

  
 

The finished product looks great and I think 

would definitely qualify as high visibility.  

Especially handy for the taildragger crowd is 

the separate adjustability of the taxi and landing 

light fixtures.  I have yet to optimally aim the 

taxi and landing lights, but I can already say 

they are a marked improvement. One 

decrement I would give them is that, although 

the components are of high quality, the finished 

product is not potted or environmentally sealed 

in any way.  Since the package is in the 

wingtips they should be pretty isolated from 

engine vibration, but I will probably work on 

sealing up my lenses to keep everything dry. 

 

Cheers, 

Alex Russell 

N759AQ 

 

 

From Brian Peck: 

 

I actually have two projects going on right now. 

The big one is an RV-14 build and I’m pretty 

far into the empennage kit. I have the VS, 

Rudder, HS, and elevators done and I’m 

currently working on the aft fuselage. I started 

in November and it’s going much quicker than 

I expected. I’m expecting the QB Wing and 

fuselage kits to arrive in September. My 

builders log is here:  

 

https://eaabuilderslog.org/?blproject&proj=7hy

Hc5ZYi 

 

 

https://eaabuilderslog.org/?blproject&proj=7hyHc5ZYi
https://eaabuilderslog.org/?blproject&proj=7hyHc5ZYi
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At the same time, I’m replacing the interior on 

my 1976 Piper Archer II. I’ve taken out all of 

the carpet, seats, and sidewall panels.  

 

 
 

Next, I’ll clean up all of the residue and 

scuff/prime where appropriate. I have new 

carpet and sidewalls from Airtex already and 

should get the seat materials in a few weeks. 

 

Brian Peck 
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Have you ever watched something unfold 

before your eyes that you knew was not going 

to end well but were powerless to stop? Like 

watching I Love Lucy and you know she’s 

about to do something really dumb? Or maybe 

traffic stopped suddenly ahead of you and, 

while you had time to brake, the muttonhead in 

your rearview mirror is looking down at his 

“smartphone.” As an aside, why is it called a 

smartphone? I contend they make people 

dumber. Can you recite your children’s phone 

numbers? I didn’t think so, but I digress. 

 

I recall an incent years ago while on a work 

party at our airport. Even though the airport 

was privately owned, it was not uncommon for 

us on occasion to solicit the pilot community to 

help with projects on the grounds. There was a 

group of about ten guys, and we were on the 

southeast side filling potholes and sealing 

cracks on a small apron. As is usual with work 

parties, there were three guys working while 

the rest supervised or stood around trying to 

keep their shovels and rakes from getting dirty. 

 

It was mid-winter with an overcast sky and a 

biting wind from the north. The runway in use 

was 36 which had a right pattern. From where 

we were working, we had a clear view of the 

entire pattern of the 2,600 foot long 35-foot-

wide runway and were about 60-100 feet from 

it. The traffic that morning was light, so any 

aircraft movement was watched intently by the 

gang-of-seven.  

 

As is customary in groups of pilots, one guy 

calls out, “Looks like a Cherokee”, to which 

another would correct, “nope, that’s a 

Musketeer.”  I looked up from working, and 

interjected, “You’re both wrong, that’s a 

Cheetah or Tiger.  The trailing edge of the 

rudder goes straight up and there’s a cat on the 

vertical stab.”  “How the h*** can you see 

that?” someone piped in. “Not all pilots need a 

big watch,” I replied. 

 

 
 

I went back to work while the airplane made its 

way around the pattern. I wasn’t watching but I 

looked up when I heard an aircraft add full 

power. I saw the Cheetah/Tiger on very short 

final but with a high angle of attack. Its decent 

rate looked like it would drive the landing gear 

through the wings. It hit the runway and 

bounced about 20 feet in the air with the engine 

screaming. The aircraft dropped and hit the 

runway again tail low. It bounced back into the 

air and the nose dropped as it started 

porpoising. The pilot kept full power and it 

struggled back into the air in ground effect. 

 

The Cheetah/Tiger slowly gained airspeed and 

started a shallow climb. Obviously, the pilot 

had elected to go around and not try to keep it 

on what little remained of the runway. Good 

choice. We were close enough to the runway 

for me to see the orange & black decal on the 

tail that confirmed to me it was in fact a 

Gulfstream American AA-5B Tiger.  

 

 
 

Tiger By The Tail 
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The events of the last 30 seconds waylaid any 

and all thought of pothole repair as everyone 

chirped incessantly about what they’d 

witnessed. The aircraft worked its way back 

around the pattern, but it just didn’t look right 

from where I was standing. Ten sets of eyes 

were glued to the little white airplane with blue 

and gold stripes.  

 

As the Tiger approached the runway for its 

second attempt, it looked to be having issues. 

The decent rate was again excessive, and the 

nose of the aircraft was well above the horizon 

and it was carrying a lot of power. It was clear 

to me it was on the backside of the power 

curve. The pilot needed to shove forward on the 

controls and apply full power, but it was 

running out of altitude. Just then, the power 

came up and it slammed onto the runway.  

 

In addition to a busy road at the end of runway 

36, there were Oleander bushes about 8 feet 

high. I’m positive that bush saved many a car 

from having two rows of tread marks left by a 

pair of Goodyear Flight Customs across the 

roof. We never trimmed those bushes, but we 

did routinely pull branches of it from landing 

gear. The Tiger was going to need a 

“bushectomy” from its tail as well as the 

landing gear. 

 

The airplane hit on its mains and bounced back 

into the air. The airplane floundered as the pilot 

tried to maintain some semblance of control. 

The nose of the airplane was very high, and the 

engine was screaming as it was drifted away 

from the runway towards a row of parked 

aircraft and wooden t-hangars. To this day I’ve 

no idea how the aircraft made it back into the 

air and climbed slowly away. I’ve heard God 

looks after drunkards and fools and at that 

moment I figured the pilot might be both. 

 

Everyone was incredulous as the airplane made 

the turn from crosswind to downwind and 

looked to make a third attempt to land here. 

Personally, I would have left the pattern if for 

no other reason than to clear my head. 

Actually, if I were having as much trouble with 

the short, narrow runway that it was having, I 

would have flown somewhere with a long, 

wide runway. You know, like Lincoln.  

 

When I was a kid, Phoenix Field (O11) was in 

the middle of nowhere. The surrounding area 

was filled with oak trees, olive orchards and 

open fields. However, like so many airports, 

planning departments allowed development to 

encroach ever closer. By the early 80’s, the 

area next to the airport we called Honda Hills 

was filled with houses. It was called that 

because of all the trails we used to ride our 

Honda Trail 90s, 70s and Minis. The whole 

area had become suburbia. 

 

The final approach course to runway 36 

overflew a housing development located 1/3 

mile from the runway. Between the houses and 

airport was a Little League ball field and a 

small open area. At that time, the open area was 

protected by the county due to what was 

thought to be the only place on earth where a 

particular flower grew in Vernal pools. Today, 

it’s a park with soccer fields surrounded by 

trees. Back then, the open field was difficult to 

even walk through as it was filled with swales 

and mounds. 

 

The pattern the Tiger flew was significantly 

lower than the normal 1,000 AGL. It looked 

closer to 600 AGL on downwind and continued 

with a linear decent as it turned base and then 

final. Again, the nose of the airplane was high, 

and it was coming in slow and very low. If any 

of the houses had had a tall aerial, it would 

have ruined that evening’s viewing of The 

Love Boat. I literally shouted out loud, “ Oh 

S**T, it’s going to crash.”   

  

The airplane was descending like it was made 

of brick. I saw the nose come down slightly and 

a second later I heard full power. It was too late 

though. The airplane descended into the field 

about 1,000 feet short of the runway. It skidded 
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and bounded across the top of a couple mounds 

and nosed into the side of one. The prop was 

curled back and the nosegear collapsed under 

the smashed cowl.  

 
 

In high school I was a pretty good runner - able 

to cover a ¼ mile in under 50 seconds. While, 

long past school age, I still could move at a 

pretty good clip. When I knew the airplane was 

going in, I leaped over the waist-high fence and 

ran for the airplane. I got to the plane and could 

see movement from inside. I stepped up on the 

wing on the passenger side and yelled if they 

were okay. I tried to unlatch the canopy, but I 

couldn’t get it to budge. The front-seat 

passenger was a small kid I would guess about 

10 years old. The pilot was a small, middle-

aged woman and in the back were two people. 

The kid appeared alert, but the pilot looked 

dazed. 

 

I rapped on the windshield near the latch and 

yelled for one of them to unlatch it. It was 

obvious the kid didn’t know how, and he poked 

at his mom(?) to get her to help. She started to 

come around but was still in a state of shock. 

She reached up and between the two of us we 

got the canopy to slide back. I wanted to get 

everyone out of the airplane. There was no fire, 

but I wasn’t taking any chances. By now most 

of the gang had arrived and we helped 

everyone out of the airplane. I was beginning to 

see why the pilot was having so much trouble 

landing.  

 

When I went through my flight training years 

before, I learned about this thing called CG. 

This pilot must have missed that lesson. She 

was small at maybe 110 pounds and the kid 

was smaller still. In the rear seats were two 

middle-aged women, that were, how do I put 

this politely? Let’s just say they were bringing 

a lot, I mean a lot, to the party. They were 

wedged in rather tightly. After getting the 

ladies out of the back, I noted the baggage 

compartment was filled with suitcases. Not the 

overnight type but the Samsonite ones they 

used to give to gorillas at the zoo to play with.  

Those of you from my generation will 

understand. 

 

I looked around the now empty airplane and 

noted the elevator trim was nose down. I can’t 

think of a time in more than 50 years of flying 

that I’ve landed an airplane with nose down 

trim. Yikes! These folks are lucky to be alive 

much less walking away simply bruised, 

battered and dazed. 

 

We got them to the airport lobby, and someone 

called the fire department. I called the 

Sacramento FSDO and they asked me some 

questions about any injuries, aircraft damage, 

etc. I filled them in with what I knew and was 

asked if I could secure the airplane and the area 

around it. I told them about the “load” in the 

airplane and was asked if I could remove the 

baggage and weigh it before anyone took 

anything.  

 

Securing the airplane in the field would not an 

easy task. The FAA indicated it may be the 

next day before they could get someone there 

and I wasn’t interested in spending the night. 

An airplane in a field along a busy road is a 

magnet. I got some help to get everything out 

of the aircraft and slid the canopy closed. The 

police had arrived and I told them the FAA 

wanted the area secured. Passing the buck as it 

were. The officer told me they couldn’t do that. 

Oh well. 
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Looking over the airplane, it survived the crash 

rather well. The wings, fuselage and 

empennage appeared to be relatively unscathed. 

Outside of the prop, cowl and nose gear, the 

aircraft was in remarkably good shape. I was 

impressed. 

 

I weighed the five bags I had taken out of the 

baggage compartment and the total was over 

150 pounds. Being an inquisitive sort, I hunted 

down a POH for the airplane. As I remember, 

the baggage limit was 120 pounds, both front 

and rear seat were 400 pounds and fuel 

capacity was 51 gallons. I could only guess at 

passenger weights. I wasn’t wearing my charter 

pilot hat, so I didn’t feel comfortable asking the 

ladies what they weighed. But raising a finger 

to the breeze, I feel safe in saying the aircraft 

was over gross with an extreme aft CG.  

Captain Obvious here.  

I spoke with the pilot the next day when she 

arrived to meet with an insurance rep. She told 

me they had left Fresno to drop off the two 

other women at Phoenix Field before 

continuing to Benton where her grandson lived. 

She said the airplane flew fine in cruise but 

when she would reduce power to land, the nose 

would come up.  

 

I asked why she didn’t go to a bigger airport 

after finding the airplane difficult to control. 

She said she didn’t think they would make it to 

another airport. “Because you were low on 

fuel?” I asked. Her reply was, “No. We had 

breakfast at Denny’s before we left and the 

waitress kept filling our coffee cups. Everyone 

had to pee really bad.”  

 

For want of a pee, the kingdom was lost? 

 

John House 

EAA chapter 1541 Board member 

 

 

 
 

Sightings 


